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INTRODUCTION 

World  War  II  gave  impetus  to  the  development  and  use  of  a  number  of 
synthetic  fibers,  and  since  the  end  of  the  war  their  application  has  been  ex- 
tended to  a  wide  variety  of  products*  Many  household  textile  products  that 
once  were  made  almost  exclusively  from  cotton  or  wool  or  mixtures  of  both, 
are  now  frequently  manufactured  from  a  mixture  of  one  of  the  natural  fibers 
with  a  synthetic.  Other  items,  such  as  certain  types  of  curtains  and  draper- 
ies, are  manufactured  completely  from  synthetics.  Figures  on  the  total 
United  States  consumption  of  cotton  and  wool  do  not  reflect  the  increase  in 
the  use  of  synthetics  that  are  used  at  the  present  time  as  a  result  of  the 
increase  in  our  population  and  the  strong  buying  power  of  consumers.  It  is 
known,  however,  that  the  percentage  of  synthetic  fibers  used  is  increasing 
more  rapidly  than  the  percentage  of  natural  fibers,  J/  The  quantity  of  syn- 
thetic fibers  that  will  be  used  in  particular  products  in  the  future  will 
depend  to  a  large  extent  on  the  reactions  of  consumers  to  the  products  in 
which  the  two  types  of  fibers  are  used. 

Little  is  known  today  about  consumers'  acceptance  of  the  new  fibers 
and  their  opinions  regarding  the  performance  of  these  fibers  as  compared  to 
the  performance  of  the  natural  fibers.  However,  it  is  important  that  econo- 
mists concerned  with  the  marketing  of  textile  fibers  know  more  about  consum- 
ers1 reasons  for  accepting  or  rejecting  the  different  fibers  available  to 
them.  Such  information  will  indicate  the  specific  areas  in  which  technolog- 
ical research  on  the  improvement  of  fibers  must  be  developed,  emphasize  the 
need  for  discovering  or  expanding  new  markets  for  both  natural  and  synthetic 
fibers,  and  reveal  the  areas  of  consumer  information  in  which  education  is 
needed. 


1/    Lowenstein,  Frank.  Factors  Affecting  the  Domestic  Mill  Consumption  of 
Covbon.  Agricultural  Economics  Research,  U(2):  hk-$l,   April  1952. 
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The  study  upon  -which  this  report  is  based  is  the  fourth  in  a  series  of 
studies,  begun  in  19U6,  and  designed  to  measure  consumers'  opinions  regarding 
the  use  of  natural  fibers  and  their  competitors,  the  synthetics,  in  selected 
textile  items.  The  earliest  study  £/  included  items  both  of  -women's  wear  and 
of  household  furnishings.  The  present  survey,  made  3|  years  later,  is  limited 
to  household  furnishings. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  data  presented  here  will  be  of  assistance  to  ad- 
ministrative and  research  programs  designed  to  maintain  and  increase  the 
utilization  of  the  natural  fibers.  It  would  seem  that  to  be  successful  such 
programs  must  take  into  consideration  consumers'  opinions  and  habits. 

As  further  studies  are  repeated  on  the  same  textile  items  covered  in 
the  5  years  19U6  to  1951*  additional  trends  in  the  use  of  specific  fibers  and 
mixtures  and  preferences  for  them  will  begin  to  appear  so  that  some  basis  will 
be  provided  for  predictions  that  might  be  useful  in  long-range  planning. 

Aside  from  its  use  in  such  basic  research,  the  information  included 
here  is  expected  to  be  of  value  to  retailers,  wholesalers,  fabricators,  dis- 
tributors, processors,  and  those  engaged  in  educational  programs  for  consumers. 

In  addition  to  this  report  and  the  one  that  started  the  series  in  19U6 
two  other  household  surveys,  two  on  men's  wear  3/  and  one  on  infants'  and 
children's  items  of  clothing  W ,  have  been  carried  out. 

Time  of  Interviewing 

Interviewing  for  the  study  covered  in  this  report  was  started  in  May 
and  completed  in  June  1950. 

THE  SAMPLE 

The  "universe"  as  defined  in  this  study  consisted  of  all  homemakers  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  sample  was  so  designed  as  to  give  every  homemaker 
an  equal  chance  of  being  interviewed.  It  is  estimated  that  at  the  time  of  the 
study  k0  million  women  in  the  United  States  could  have  been  classified  as 
homemakers  and  were,  therefore,  eligible  for  interview. 

In  the  sample  design  the  United  States  was  divided  into  three  subuni- 
verses  based  on  19i|0  Census  data:  (1)  The  Ik  largest  metropolitan  districts, 


2/  United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Women's  Preferences 
Among  Selected  Textile  Products.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  Misc.  Pub.  6Ijl,  12lt  pp. 
December  19U7. 

3/  United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Men's  Preferences 
Among  Selected  Clothing  Items.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  Misc.  Pub.  706,  191  pp. 
December  19U9;  Men's  Preferences  Among  Wool  Suits,  Coats,  and  Jackets.  U.  S. 
Dept*  Agr.  Agr.  Inform.  Bui.  6k9   100  pp.  September  1951. 

k/    United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Mothers'  Opinions  of 
Fibers  in  Selected  Items  of  Children's  Clothing.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  Agr. 
Inform.  Bui.  65,  196  pp.  October  1951. 
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9  of  -which  are  in  the  sample  —  the  5  largest  automatically  and  h  of  the  re- 
maining 9  selected  by  chance;  (2)  cities  -with  10,000  to  500,000  inhabitants; 
(3)  territory  not  included  in  (1)  and  (2),  The  third  area  is  covered  by  a 
sample  of  50  counties  —  25  in  the  North  and  25  in  the  South.  Stratification 
of  counties  is  geographic,  within  four  size  groups,  based  on  the  size  of  the 
largest  city  in  the  county.  Counties  were  selected  with  probabilities  pro- 
portional to  their  populations,  except  that  cities  of  10,000  or  more  already 
included  under  (2)  were  excluded. 

A  uniform  sampling  rate  was  applied  throughout.  Within  sample  cities, 
addresses  were  prelisted  for  selected  blocks,  and  a  sample  of  addresses  was 
drawn  for  interview.  In  the  open  country  no  prelisting  was  done;  instead  all 
households  within  selected  areas  were  contacted. 

From  the  sample  listings,  2,U71  women  were  found  to  be  homemakers  and 
2,223  of  these  women,  or  90  percent,  were  successfully  interviewed.  Among 
the  10  percent  who  were  not  interviewed,  5  percent  were  not  at  home,  3  per- 
cent refused  to  grant  an  interview,  and  the  remaining  2  percent  were  made  up 
of  those  too  ill  to  talk  or  those  with  language  difficulties. 

Tables  in  which  the  proportions  of  homemakers  who  use  the  selected 
items  are  recorded  are  based  on  the  total  sample  of  2,223  respondents.  The 
estimated  variation  for  sample  percentages  ranging  from  20  to  80  percent  for 
the  total  sample  is  l.f>.  That  is,  the  chances  are  two  in  three  that  the 
sample  percentage  is  within  1.5  percentage  points  of  the  percentage  that 
would  have  been  obtained  if  all  homemakers,  instead  of  a  sample  of  them,  had 
been  interviewed. 

In  the  remaining  tables  in  which  percentages  are  based  on  subsamples 
of  respondents,  the  variation  increases  as  follows?  2.3  percentage  points  for 
subsamples  of  1,000,  3.1  for  500,  5*0  for  200,  and  7.0  for  subsamples  of  100 
respondents. 

For  all  sample  sizes  the  variation  is  lower  at  the  extremes  of  the  per- 
centage range:  1  to  19;  81  to  99 • 

DATA  INCLUDED  IN  PRESENT  REPORT 

The  study  upon  which  this  report  is  based  was  designed  to  find  out 
homemakers'  experiences  and  current  preferences  in  regard  to  fibers  in  se- 
lected articles  of  household  furnishings.  Also,  it  provides  data  in  the  case 
of  two  items  on  the  trend  of  opinions  and  preferences  in  the  3§-year  interval 
19U6-50.  These  two  items  are  ready-made  curtains  and  bedspreads,  both  tufted 
and  woven  types. 

Other  household  items  included  are  draperies,  upholstery  fabrics  — 
both  pile  and  nonpile  —  slip  covers,  scatter  rugs,  winter  and  summer  blan- 
kets, and  awnings. 

Some  information  is  included  concerning  homemakers'  opinions  on  the 
need  for  flameproofed  draperies,  linting  problems  connected  with  the  use  of 
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tufted  bedspreads,  level  of  information  regarding  room-sized  cotton  rugs,  and 
opinions  about  buying  bedspreads  and  draperies  in  setSo 

Definition  of  Items 

As  the  selected  items  were  carefully  defined  for  the  respondent,  with 
certain  limitations  in  some  cases,  it  may  be  well  to  list  and  define  them  here 
even  though  they  are  repeated  in  the  main  text.  In  these  definitions,  tech- 
nical terms  that  might  be  more  accurate  to  the  trade  are  avoided.  Each  defi- 
nition was  stated  in  simple,  everyday  language  so  that  it  would  be  perfectly 
clear  to  respondents  who  range  from  those  with  only  some  grade-school  train- 
ing to  college  graduates;  and  from  those  with  little  experience  with  textile 
materials  to  those  with  considerable  knowledge  concerning  them. 

Curtains  .-Window  hangings  made  from  sheer,  lightweight  material  and 
used  next  to  window  glass.  Restricted  to  ready-made  curtains.  May  be  used 
in  living,  dining,  or  bed  rooms  0  Kitchen  and  bathroom  curtains  are  excluded 
here. 

Draperies, -Any  hangings  made  from  heavier  than  sheer  materials.  In- 
cludes living,  dining,  and  bedroom  draperies.  Not  limited  to  ready-made. 
May  be  used  seasonally  or  year-round. 

Upholstery  fabrics. -Limited  to  upholstery  fabrics  on  living-room  fur- 
niture ♦ 

Pile .-A  fabric  that  has  hairs,  threads,  or  loops  standing  up  and 
separate  from  the  background  material.  Rather  thick.  Includes  fabrics  such 
as  velvet,  velveteen,  corduroy,  mohair,  and  frieze.  ("Whenever  such  specific 
fabrics  were  mentioned  the  respondent  was  questioned  regarding  its  fiber  con- 
tent.) 

Nonpile.-May  have  a  smooth,  hard  finish  or  be  coarse,  rough  or 
nubby  in  texture.  Tapestry  material  is  nonpile  even  though  it  has  a  raised 
design. 

Slip  covers  .-Not  limited  to  ready-made  or  seasonal  use.  Mast  be  fit- 
ted, however. 

Bedspreads .-Decorative  coverings  made  of  cotton,  rayon,  wool,  plastic, 
or  a  mixture  of  fibers,  usually  spread  over  the  sheet  and  blanket,  as  differ- 
entiated from  a  comforter,  afghan,  or  quilt  which  is  usually  heavier  and  used 
for  warmth  ©  Must  be  ready-made. 

Chenille  .-One  with  tufts  or  lines  of  pile  on  it.  Tufts  or  pile 
may  be  all  over  the  spread  or  concentrated  in  a  central  design.  This  is  not 
a  true  chenille  spread.  A  true  chenille  spread  is  woven  from  chenille  yarns. 
However,  most  respondents  refer  to  bedspreads  decorated  with  clipped  tufting 
as  chenille. 

Woveno-One  without  tufts  or  pile  but  comes  in  many  different 
weaves. 
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Scatter  rugs  .-Any  rug  smaller  than  room  size  which  is  regarded  as  a 
"scatter  rug."  May  be  used  in  living  room,  dining  room,  hall,  or  bedroom. 
Excludes  kitchen  and  bathroom  rugs,  rag  rugs  made  from  scraps  respondent  has 
saved  for  the  purpose,  and  linoleum  rugs* 

Blankets .-Regular,  bed-sized  blankets.  Excludes  crib  and  carriage 
blankets,  electric  blankets,  quilts,  comforters,  bedspreads,  afghans,  and 
automobile  blankets. 

Awnings  .-Includes  all  types  —  canvas,  metal,  -wood. 

Textile  terms  go  back  a  long  way  and  some  have  undergone  considerable 
changes  in  meaning.  At  one  time  "mohair"  meant  a  fabric  made  from  angora 
goat  hair  woven  into  a  cotton  backing,  velvet  referred  to  silk  velvet,  and 
frieze  was  associated  with  wool.  As  a  result  of  the  application  of  a  number 
of  different  fibers  to  these  weaves,  such  terms,  under  modern  usage,  refer 
primarily  to  types  of  weaves,  and  the  fiber  content  needs  to  be  specified. 
This  was  one  of  the  problem  areas  revealed  in  the  pretest.  Precautions  were 
taken  both  in  interviewing  and  in  classifying  the  data  to  separate  opinions 
regarding  weaves  from  those  related  specifically  to  fibers,  This  was  partic- 
ularly difficult,  however,  in  the  case  of  chenille  bedspreads.  Respondents 
almost  always  thought  of  chenille  as  "cotton  chenille ."  whenever  respondent 
opinion  followed  such  a  definite  and  consistent  pattern,  the  data  were  pre- 
served and  presented  in  this  way©  An  inspection  of  tables  52  and  3>8>  which 
show  reasons  for  liking  chenille  bedspreads  and  reasons  for  liking  cotton  bed- 
spreads, will  illustrate  the  points  made  here.  It  is  left  to  the  technician 
or  the  research  worker  using  the  data  to  select  from  each  table  those  reasons 
pertinent  to  weave  and  those  pertinent  to  fiber. 

In  discussing  upholstery  fabrics,  respondents  were  more  likely  to  know 
and  talk  about  weaves  than  fibers,  whenever  respondents  used  such  terms  as 
"corduroy,"  "velvet,"  and  "frieze,"  they  were  asked  to  specify  the  fiber  con- 
tent. Seventeen  percent  of  the  respondents  could  not  do  so;  hence,  they  were 
not  questioned  regarding  fiber  preferences  in  upholstery  fabrics o 

Extent  of  Homemakers*  Experiences 

Generally  speaking,  most  homemakers  questioned  on  the  particular  items 
covered  in  this  survey  had  used  only  one  or  two  fibers  or  mixtures,  although 
this  depended  to  some  extent  on  the  particular  item.  For  example,  a  signifi- 
cantly large  proportion  of  respondents  —  about  a  third  —  had  had  experience 
with  three  or  more  different  fibers  or  mixtures  of  fibers  in  the  blankets  they 
had  used.  Only  about  two  in  five  had  had  as  varied  experience  with  fibers  in 
curtains  and  drapery  materials,  and  the  proportions  were  even  lower  for  uphol- 
stery fabrics,  scatter  rugs,  bedspreads,  and  slip  covers  (table  1). 

The  present  study  is  limited  to  an  analysis  of  the  relationships  be- 
tween the  opinions  of  homemakers  concerning  fibers  and  four  of  their  basic 
background  characteristics  —  age,  educational  and  family-income  levels,  and 
size  of  community  in  which  they  lived.  It  would  be  impossible  in  this  type  of 
survey  to  find  out  the  effect  of  other  factors,  such  as  the  architecture  of 
the  home,  the  use  of  different  styles  of  furniture,  and  the  degree  of  exposure 
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of  respondents  to  promotional  influences,  on  a  homemaker's  choice  of  fibers  — 
except  insofar  as  these  factors  are  reported  spontaneously  by  respondents  as 
reasons  for  their  fiber  preferences, 

"When  such  a  relationship  is  found  to  exist  between  one  of  these  back- 
ground characteristics  and  a  homemaker's  experience  in  using  different  fibers 
or  her  preferences  for  specific  fibers,  it  should  not  necessarily  be  assumed 
that  the  background  factor  is  the  cause  of  the  experience  or  of  the  attitude* 
This  may  or  may  not  be  the  caseo  For  example,  a  relationship  between  a  home- 
maker's  education  and  her  preferences  for  certain  fibers  may  be  only  a  re- 
flection of  the  relationship  between  her  income  and  her  fiber  preferences. 

Table  1 .-Extent  of  respondents1  fiber  experiences  reported  for  selected  house- 
hold items 


Number  of  fibers 

Respondents  who  had  used  — 

or  mixtures 
reported  used 

Slip 
covers 

Ready- 
made 
bed- 
spreads 

Uphol- 
stery 
fabrics 

Scatter 
rugs 

Dra- 
peries 

Ready- 
made 
curtains 

Blan- 
kets 

Percent 

81 
16 

1 
2 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

U6 
U2 
11 

1 

Percent 

Percent 

111 

39 
19 

1 

Percent 

Three  or  more  — 
Not  ascertained 

53 
36 
11 

52 

26 

5 

17 

k3 
37 
19 

1 

26 
kO 
3U 

Total  — 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases 

919 

2,057 



1,832 

- — - — — — 

1,1|13 

l,38ii 

1,739 

2,01*0 

Community  Size  Classifications 

The  sample  was  designed  to  permit  comparisons  among  respondents  living 
in  communities  of  different  population  sizes.  Three  classifications  are  used 
throughout  this  report.  They  ares 


Urban  metropolitan: 


Metropolitan  areas  of  more  than  1  million 
population  and  their  metropolitan  suburbs. 


Urban  nonmetropolitan: 


Town  and  farm: 


Cities  of  less  than  1  million  and  their 
urban  suburbs  down  to  towns  of  2,500. 

Rural  suburbs  of  towns  of  50,000  or  less, 
toivns  of  less  than  2,500,  and  the  open- 
country  farm  and  nonfarm  population. 
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Throughout  the  report  homemakers  •  experiences  in  using  different  fibers 
and  their  preferences  for  specific  fibers  are  related  to  three  income  levels  — 
lower,  middle,  upper.  The  classification  of  income  groups  was  arrived  at  by 
collecting  information  regarding  total  family  income.  The  total  income  sample 
thus  obtained  was  divided  approximately  into  thirds  as  already  indicated  — 
lower,  middle,  upper*  Each  respondent  was  then  placed,  on  the  basis  of  the 
total  family  income  she  reported,  in  one  of  these  groups.  The  income  range  and 
the  median  for  each  group  is  shown  below: 

Income  group  Range  Median 

Lower  Up  to  $2,U$0  H,U63 

Middle  $2,l£l  -  $li,2£0  $2,997 

Upper  *  $U,2£l  and  above  $5, 83k 

The  comparable  income  groups  in  the  19U6  study  were: 

Lower   up  to  $1,799 
Middle  $1,800  -  $3,000 
Upper   above  $3*000 


SURVEY  FINDINGS 

Ready-made  Window  Curtains 

Definition.-For  the  purposes  of  this  study,  window  curtains  were  defined 
as  "window  hangings  made  from  a  sheer,  lightweight  material"  and  were  limited 
to  ready-made  curtains  only.  Window  hangings  made  from  any  other  type  of 
material, even  though  called  curtains  by  some  respondents,  are  listed  under  the 
drapery  section. 

Useo-About  three-fourths  of  the  homemakers  interviewed  reported  that 
they  use  ready-made,  sheer,  lightweight  window  curtains.  Approximately  the 
same  percentage  was  reported  by  a  sample  of  respondents  surveyed  in  191*6.  How- 
ever, trade  reports  indicate  that  a  greater  number  of  people  are  buying  home 
furnishings,  so  this  may  indicate  that  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  use  of 
curtains  for  the  population  as  a  whole.  The  largest  increase  in  users  occurred 
in  the  rural  areas  and  among  homemakers  in  the  lower- income  group.  However,  a 
certain  proportion  of  former  users  have  switched  to  Venetian  blinds;  apparently 
the  curtain  trade  is  both  gaining  and  losing  markets,  with  the  balance  at  the 
time  of  this  study  slightly  toward  an  increase. 

Comparison  between  proportion  of  homemakers  who  reported  using  ready- 
made  window  curtains  in  19U6  and  1950  follows: 

Nonusers  Users 

19ii6:      26*  71$ 

1950:      22*  78* 
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Shifts  in  patterns  of  use  since  19U6.-In  the  earlier  study,  the  largest 
number  of  nonusers  were  homemakers  living  in  small  towns  and  farming  areas;  to- 
day, however,  the  picture  seems  to  have  shifted  and  the  largest  proportion  of 
nonusers  appears  to  be  among  respondents  who  reside  in  metropolitan  areas 
(fig.  1). 


COMPARISON  BETWEEN  PROPORTION  OF  HOMEMAKERS  WHO  REPORTED 
THE!  DID  NOT  USE  READY-MADE  WINDOW  CURTAINS, 
19L.6  AND  1950,  BY  SIZE  OF  COMMUNITY 

Metropolitan 


Urban  Non- 
metropolitan 


Town  and  Farm 


19h6 


1950 


Figure  1 

In  the  study  made  in  19U6  the  highest  proportion  of  nonusers  were  from 
low-income  families,  but  the  current  study  shows  that  approximately  the  same 
porportions  of  homemakers  from  the  low,  middle,  and  upper- income  levels  re- 
ported that  they  did  not  use  ready-made  curtains  (fig*  2), 


COMPARISON  BETWEEN  PROPORTION  OF  HOMEMAKERS  WHO  REPORTED 
THEY  DID  NOT  USE  READY-MADE  WINDOW  CURTAINS, 
19U6  AND  1950,  BY  FAMILY- INCOME  LEVEL 

Income  Group  si 

]  Lower 

Middle 
Upper 


19U6 


1950 


Figure  2 
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Reasons  given  for  not  using  ready-made  curtains  .-Homemaker 3  who  report- 
ed they  did  not  use  ready-made  curtains  were  asked:  "How  does  it  happen  that 
you  don't?"  Responses  show  that  most  of  these  respondents  now  use  Venetian 
blinds  or  draperies.  The  figures  reported  for  these  categories  are  probably 
underestimates.  Such  answers  as,  "Curtains  require  too  much  care,"  or  "I 
don't  like  curtains,"  had  they  been  probed  further  would  have  revealed  that 
some  of  these  women  had  also  shifted  to  Venetian  blinds  or  draperies. 

Use  of  Venetian  blinds  was  a  more  frequent  response  of  urban  dwellers 
than  of  those  living  in  rural  areas.  A  fairly  large  proportion  of  rural  re- 
spondents claimed  they  made  their  own  curtains  and  that  they  could  not  afford 
to  buy  ready-made  ones  (fig.  3). 


REASONS  GIVEN  FOR  NOT  USING  READY-MADE  CURTAINS,  WITH  URBAN 
AND  RURAL  RESPONSES  SHOHSN  SEPARATELY 


Proportion  who  answered 


Use  Venetian  blinds  — - 


Use  draperies  only  — - 


Curtains  require  too 
much  care  — — — — - 


Curtains  too  costly  — — 


Make  own  curtains 


Don't  like  curtains  — 


Living  in  temporary 
quarters  — - — — 


Not  ascertained  — — — 


\2\%: 


wm 


20* 


17* 


k% 


l$% 


MM 

5% 


Urban 


□  Rural 


Figure  3 
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Experience  with  the  use  of  different  fibers  in  ready-made  curtains*" 
Almost  all  homemakers  interviewed  reported  that  they  had  had  experience  frith 
cotton  curtains;  less  than  half  had  used  rayon,  nylon,  or  mixtures. 

The  use  of  cotton  was  reported  more  frequently  by  residents  of  cities 
outside  the  major  metropolitan  areas,  small  towns,  and  rural  sections  than  by 
those  living  in  metropolises;  urbanites  more  frequently  had  had  some  experi- 
ence with  all-rayon  or  all-nylon  curtains  than  rural  respondents  (table  2). 


Table  2.-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fibers  used  by  homemakers  in 

ready-made  curtains 


Homemakers  who  reported  using  ready-made 
curtains 

Fibers  used 

Size  of  community 

United 
States 

Urban 
metro- 
politan 

Urban 

nonmetro- 

politan 

Town 

and 

farm 

Percent  -' 

89 
U3 
29 
16 

3 

1 

Percent  -' 

8U 

$6 

2$ 

19 

k 

1 

Percent  -' 

93 

Uo 

31 

18 

3 

Percent  -^ 

92 

3k 
31 
12 

3 

1 

Rayon-cotton  mixtures  — — 

Miscellaneous  mixtures  — - 
Not  ascertained  — -— — — 

Number  of  cases  -—■—-— 

1,739 

593 

568 

578 

1/    Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  mentioned 
more  than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 


The  relation  of  income  and  education  to  the  use  of  fibers  in  curtains." 
Homemakers  in  all  income  groups  and  at  all  educational  levels  reported  that 
they  used  cotton  curtains.  However,  larger  proportions  of  respondents  in  the 
middle  and  upper-income  groups  and  at  the  high-school  and  college  levels  indi- 
cated that  they  had  had  experience  with  rayon  and  nylon  curtains  than  those 
from  either  low-income  families  or  those  who  had  had  only  grade-school  train- 
ing (table  3). 
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Table  3 •- Income  and  education  of  homemakers  related  to  the  use  of  all-rayon 

and  all-nylon  curtains 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  homemakers  -who  had 
used  curtains  made  of  — 


Rayon 


Nylon 


Number 

of 
cases 


Family- income  level: 

Lower 

Middle 

Upper 


.y 


Educational  levels 


,y 


Grade  school 
High  school  - 
College  — — 


Percent 


3k 
50 


33 
50 

U7 


Percent 


10 
16 
22 


10 
17 
26 


Number 


559 
579 
561 


60U 
852 
250 


1/    Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  k0  respondents « 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  33  respondents. 


Fiber  preferences  .-Respondents  who  said  they  used  ready-made  curtains 
were  asked t     "In  buying  thin,  lightweight  curtains  do  you  like  them  made  of 
cotton,  rayon,  nylon,  a  mixture;  or  doesn't  it  make  much  difference  to  you?H 

Cotton  and  nylon  were  the  only  fibers  chosen  by  sizable  proportions  of 
homemakers  who  considered  this  question.  One  in  four  homemakers  said  that 
fiber  content  did  not  make  a  great  deal  of  difference  to  her.  A  higher  pro- 
portion of  those  in  this  group  are  concentrated  in  the  lower- income  group 
than  of  those  who  had  a  definite  preference. 

No  significant  differences  were  noted  in  the  fiber  preferences  ex- 
pressed by  urban  and  rural  respondents. 

Between  19U6  and  1950,  however,  the  fiber  preferences  of  homemakers 
have  changed  markedly.  The  proportions  who  selected  all-cotton,  all-rayon, 
and  mixtures  in  1950  are  all  lower  than  the  proportions  who  chose  these 
fibers  in  19U6.  Nylon  appears  as  a  serious  competitor  in  the  current  study, 
whereas  in  19li6  nylon  curtains  were  so  scarce  that  nylon  was  not  used  as  an 
alternative  choice  in  the  question  and  was  not  mentioned  by  any  of  the  home- 
makers  interviewed  in  that  survey.  The  increased  preference  for  nylon  and 
the  increase  in  the  proportion  of  homemakers  indicating  that  they  had  no 
preference  between  cotton,  rayon,  nylon,  or  mixtures  is  reflected  in  the 
lower  percentages  of  homemakers  who  expressed  definite  preferences  for  cotton, 
rayon,  or  mixtures  in  1950  than  in  191*6  (fig.  h)» 
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COMPARISON  BETWEEN  HOMEMAKERS'  FIBER  PREFERENCES  IN  READY-MADE 
CURTAINS  IN  19U6  AND  1950 


Proportion  -who  said  they  preferred 


Cotton 





Rayon 


P3: 


nlTiTwftftiy 


Mixed  fibers 


Nylon 


y 


No  preference 


37# 


72 


2\x% 


wm 


262 


1 


1M  19h6 

□  1950 


Figure  U 
1/    Nylon  did  not  appear  in  study  made  in  19U6, 


Relation  of  fiber  preferences  to  experience  in  using  fibers  .-Most  of 
the  homemakers  -who  chose  either  cotton,  rayon,  or  a  mixture  of  cotton  and 
rayon  as  their  preferred  fiber  for  curtains  reported  that  they  had  already 
tried  their  preferences,  but  among  those  irho   chose  nylon  only  about  one  in 
three  had  had  any  actual  experience  in  using  it  (table  UK 
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Table  U«-Proportion  of  homemakers  who  had  tried  preferred  fibers  for  curtains 
and  those  who  had  not,  by  fiber  preferences 


Fibers  preferred  for  curtains 

Experience  with 
preferred  fiber 

Cotton 

Nylon 

Rayon  and 
rayon-cotton 
mixtures 

Had  tried  preferred  fiber  - — — 
Had  not  tried  preferred  fiber  — 

Percent 

99 

1 

Percent 

35 
65 

Percent 

89 
11 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  —  ————— — 

6ii2 

U07 

207 

Age,  education 5  and  income-level  of  homemakers  who  preferred  nylon  com- 
pared with  those  who  chose  cotton  and  other  fibers  or  mixtures .-Homemakers 
who  said  they  preferred  ready-made  nylon  curtains  were  more  likely  to  be 
younger,  better  educated,  and  from  families  in  a  higher  income  group  than 
those  who  chose  cotton  and  other  fibers  or  mixtures •  Respondents  who  selected 
rayon  or  a  miscellaneous  mixture  were  likely  to  be  in  the  same  income  level  as 
those  who  preferred  nylon;  but  were  more  likely  to  be  in  the  same  age  and 
educational  levels  as  those  who  chose  cotton  (table  5)» 


Proportion  of  homemakers  actually  using  curtains  made  of  their  pre- 
ferred fiber .-Homemakers  who  said  they  used  ready-made  curtains  and  who 
indicated  a  preference  for  a  particular  fiber  were  asked  whether  they  were 
using  this  preferred  fiber  at  the  time  they  were  interviewed. 

More  than  half  of  the  homemakers  questioned  responded  that  they  were 
using  only  their  preferred  fiber,  and  an  additional  two  in  five  said  they 
were  using  their  preferred  fiber  as  well  as  other  fibers •  There  was  no  re- 
lationship between  the  use  of  preferred  fibers  by  a  respondent  and  the  size 
of  community  in  which  she  lived  (table  6). 
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Table  5 •-Income,  education,  and  age  of  homemakers  -who  preferred  nylon  curtains, 
compared  -with  those  "who  chose  cotton  and  other  fibers  or  mixtures 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  homemakers  -who  preferred  curtains 
made  of  — 


Nylon 


Cotton 


Rayon  and 
other  fibers 
or  mixtures 


Family- income  level: 

Lower  —.———-.—— 
Middle  


Total  

Number  of  cases  — 

Educational  level J 

Grade  school  — — 
High  school 
College  — — 


Total 

Number  of  cases  — — 

Age  groups: 

Under  30  years  — — 
30  -  39  years  — -— 
liO  years  and  older 

Total  — — 


Number  of  cases 


Percent 


21 
37 
h2 


100 


396 


19 
58 
23 


100 


U00 


23 
32 


100 


hOl 


Percent 


37 
35 

28 


100 


626 


39 
UB 
13 


100 


630 


16 
2$ 
$9 


100 


637 


Percent 


2k 
33 
k3 


100 


223 


33 
53 
111 


100 


219 


18 
2k 

58 


100 


221* 
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Table  6,-Replies  to  the  question?  "Are  all  the  curtains  you  now  have  for  your 
living  room,  dining  room,  and  bedrooms  made  of  (preferred  fiber)?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  said  they 
used  ready-made  curtains  and 
indicated  a  fiber  preference 


Yes,  using  only  preferred  fiber  — — — — — 
Yes,  using  preferred  fiber  plus  other  fibers 


No 


Not  using  curtains  when  interviewed 
Not  ascertained 

Total  — — — — — 
Number  of  cases 


Percent 

53 
17 

25 
3 
2 


100 


1,279 


Relationship  between  fiber  preferences  and  homemaker's  use  of  her  pre- 
ferred fiber .-There  was  a  direct  relationship  hfrhwpgn  t.hP  fih^^  +.h*  hrmomnv^ 
chose  and  whether  she  was  actually  using  it.  Most  of  the  women  who  selected 
cotton,  for  example,  and  three- fourths  of  those  who  expressed  a  preference  for 
rayon  or  a  mixture  of  rayon  and  cotton  said  they  were  using  their  preferred 
fibers,  but  less  than  one  in  three  homemakers  who  chose  nylon  said  they  were 
using  nylon  curtains  (fig.  5). 


PROPORTION  OF  HOMEMKERS  WHO  REPORTED  THEY  WERE  USING  THEIR  FIBER 
PREFERENCES  IN  CURTAINS,  BY  PREFERENCES 


Cotton 


Rayon  and  rayon  mixtures 


Nylon 


Proportion  of  users 


l9WP 


|36*P 


Figure  5 
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Reasons  given  for  not  using  preferred  fiber  o-The  reasons  given  by  home- 
makers  for  not  using  preferred  fibers  differed  significantly  according  to 
•whether  they  had  chosen  nylon  or  some  other  fiber  or  mixture  of  fibers c  Among 
those  who  had  chosen  nylon,  the  two  major  reasons  given  for  using  fibers  other 
than  nylon  were  that  nylon  curtains  are  too  expensive  to  buy  and  that  curtains 
bought  before  nylon's  appearance  on  the  market  are  still  in  sufficiently  good 
condition  to  use. 

Women  who  had  chosen  a  fiber  other  than  nylon  also  gave  these  reasons 
for  using  other  fibers,  although  in  much  smaller  proportions.  In  addition, 
these  respondents  claimed  to  have  received  curtains  of  other  fibers  as  gifts 
or  said  curtains  of  other  fibers  looked  so  pretty  they  were  impelled  to  buy 
them  (table  7). 

Table  7 •-Comparison  between  reasons  given  for  using  curtains  made  of  other 
than  preferred  fibers,  by  those  who  chose  nylon  and  by  those  who  chose 

other  fibers 


Homemakers  who  said  they 
preferred  curtains  made  of  — - 


Reasons 


Preferred  fiber  too  expensive  — ■ 
Using  up  older  curtains  of  other  fibers  — - 
Using  cheapest  fibers  available  while  liv- 
ing in  temporary  quarters  — — — . 

Received  other  fibers  as  gifts  — — — 
Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for  use  in 

CouldnH  get  type  of  curtain  desired  in 
preferred  fiber  ——————— 

Preferred  fiber  too  hard  to  launder  — — ■ 

Liked  to  try  out  all  the  fibers  — — — 

Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for  use  in 
living  room  or  dining  rooms  — — — 

Curtains  of  other  fibers  were  on  sale  — 

Curtains  of  other  fibers  looked  more 

Miscellaneous  ■■- ■«■.--«— ——— 

Not  ascertained  — — — 

Number  of  cases  — 

1/ Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  gave  more 
than  1  reason  for  using  other  fibers. 
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Reasons  for  fiber  preferences  in  curtains ,-Nine  in  10  women  who  pre- 
ferred either  cotton  or  nylon  curtains  mentioned  desirable  laundering 
characteristics  of  these  materials  as  reasons  for  their  choice.  However, 
only  about  7  in  10  of  those  who  expressed  a  preference  for  rayon  or  rayon- 
cotton  mixtures  gave  such  reasons  for  their  preferences. 

Rayon  was  acclaimed  least  often  for  durability  and  most  often  for 
attractive  appearance. 

Cotton  was  preferred  by  one  in  four  respondents  because  it  is  less  ex- 
pensive than  other  fibers. 

Good  laundering  quality,  durability,  and  appearance  were  among  the 
desirable  properties  of  some  fibers.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  both  cotton 
and  nylon  respondents  referred  to  their  good  washing  qualities.  Those  who 
expressed  a  preference  for  nylon  for  curtains  said  it  was  because  they  be- 
lieved nylon  dries  quickly,  does  not  have  to  be  dried  on  stretchers,  and  re- 
quires little  or  no  ironing.  Among  those  who  said  they  preferred  cotton 
curtains,  specific  washing  characteristics  were  most  often  mentioned.  For 
example,  they  claimed  that  cotton  is  easy  to  wash,  that  it  looks  well  after 
washing,  and  that  it  is  durable  in  laundering. 

Among  those  who  chose  rayon,  a  number  claimed  it  draped  well  (table  8), 

Complaints  made  about  preferred  fibers .-The  more  frequent  complaints 
about  curtains  made  from  cotton,  rayon,  or  a  mixture  of  cotton  and  rayon  had 
to  do  with  the  poor  laundering  properties  of  the  fiber.  This  was  mentioned 
more  often  in  the  case  of  rayon  and  rayon- cotton  mixtures  than  in  the  case  of 
cotton.  The  only  other  serious  complaint  made  about  cotton  had  to  do  with 
its  appearance. 

The  poor  durability  of  rayon  and  mixtures  of  rayon  and  cotton  was  men- 
tioned by  significant  proportions  of  respondents  who  said  they  preferred 
rayon  and  mixtures  of  rayon  and  cotton© 

The  principal  complaint  against  nylon  curtains  was  that  the  price  is 
too  high.  It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  many  women  had  no  complaints  to 
make  about  the  fiber  of  their  choice.  Nearly  half  of  those  who  preferred 
nylon,  more  than  two-thirds  of  those  who  liked  cotton,  and  about  three-fifths 
of  the  women  who  favored  rayon  or  rayon  mixtures  said  they  had  no  fault  to 
find  with  curtains  made  of  these  materials  (table  9) , 


234897  O  -  53 
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Table  8 .-Replies  to  the  question: 


"Why  would  you  rather  have  (preferred  fiber) 
curtains?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  curtains  and  who  said 
they  preferred  curtains  made  of  ~ 


Cotton 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


Percent  ± 


1/ 


Laundering  and  cleaning 

properties 

Easy  to  launder — • 

Look  like  new  after  washing — 
Will  take  repeated  washings — 

Easy  to  starch 

Easy  to  stretch 

Don't  shrink,  stretch 

Don't  have  to  be  dry-clean  ed- 

Can  be  washed  in  machine 

Don't  have  to  be  washed 

often ■ ■ 

Require  no  special  care  in 

ironing 

Require  no  special  care  in 

washing- — ■ — — — — 

Can  be  bleached 

Dirt,  stains  rinse  out 

easily — — 

Don't  have  to  be  ironed—— 

Don't  require  stretching 

Dry  quickly ■ 

Don't  have  to  be  starched — - 
Require  only  slight  ironing — 

Can  be  dried  on  rods — ■ — 

Miscellaneous- — — * 


Durability  properties 

Wear  wells  durable — - — - 

Don't  rip,  split,  crack 

Not  damaged  by  sunlight, 

heat,  rain ■ ■ — ■ 

Hems,  edges  don't  fray 

Miscellaneous 


22 
21 

18 
16 

15 
12 
12 
12 


5 

5 
I* 

2 
2 

1 

1 


25 
5 

h 

l 

2 


90 


37 


Percent  i 


1/ 


19 
h 
h 

1 
15 

1 

1 

8 


12 

37 

17 

22 

8 

17 

6 

2 


29 
2 

3 

1 
2 


93 


36 


Percent  h 


1/ 


21* 

16 

3 
1 
6 
12 
3 
3 


h 
2 

9 
3 

m 

6 


12 
2 

2 

1 


71 


16 


Percent  ±' 


1/ 


23 

27 
3 
7 
h 

13 

5 

l 

8 


5 

1 
5 

2 

5 
3 


23 

1 

5 

l 


73 


30 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  8 .-Replies  to  the  question: 


"Why  would  you  rather  have  (preferred  fiber) 
curtains?"  —  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  curtains  and  who  said 
they  preferred  curtains  made  of  — 


Cotton 


Nylon 


Rayon 


Rayon- 
cotton 

mixture 


Percent  1/ 


Price — inexpensive- 


Appearance  characteristics- — 

Look  cool,  crisp,  fresh 

Hang  straight,  even,  don't 


Look  pretty 

Drape  well;  drape  in  soft 

folds 

Look  sheer,  filmy,  fine- 

Neat,  well-tailored 

Come  in  many  pretty  styles — 
Appropriate  for  furnishings- 
Look  dressy,  fancy,  rich 

Have  body;  not  limp  or 

droopy 

Don't  wrinkle 

Soft-looking 

Have  a  sheen,  gloss,  shimmer- 
Miscellaneous — — — — 


Miscellaneous  characteristics— 

Colorfast 

Let  in  light,  air— 

Miscellaneous 


Not  ascertained- 


Number  of  cases- 


It 
h 

3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 


3 
2 


26 

2* 


Percent  V 


7 

7 

11 
15 

1 


& 


9 


1 
h 

3 

9 
1 


Percent  V 
7 
78 


10 
6 

26 

16 

3 

1 

1 

21 


1 
21 


3 
5 

1 


Percent  V 


10 
9 

16 
h 


11 

3 

1 

1 

21 

1 


3 


11 
67 


61*2 


1*07 


116 


91 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  column) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than  1 
reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  9. -Replies  to  the  question:     "What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)   curtains  as  compared  with  curtains  made  from  other 
materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  curtains  and  who  said 
they  preferred  curtains  made  of  — 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


Laundering  and  cleaning 

properties  — — — 

Difficult  to  launder- ■ 

Shrink,  stretch ■ 

Don't  stay  clean  looking — 
Must  be  dried  on  stretchers 

Must  be  starched — — — 

Must  be  ironed 

Require  special  care  In 

Won't  take  stretching—— 

Must  be  dry-cleaned- 

Won't  take  repeated 

washings ■ — 

Don't  dry-clean  well 

Require  special  care  in 

washing — — — — -  ■ 

Don't  take  starch  well- 

Miscellaneous' 

Appearance  characteristics- 
Don 't  look  dressy,  fancy, 

rich 

Don't  drape  well,  in 

soft  folds 

Don't  look  pretty 

Not  silky 5  don't  have  a 

sheen — 

Not  sheer  enough • 

Miscellaneous 


Percent  2/ 

16 
h 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 


2 
2 

2 

1 
1 


11 


Percent  V 
8 

1 
1 


h 

l 


Percent  ± 


V 


Percent  ii 


1/ 


k 
7 

1 
1 


3 
1 

J* 

3 
3 

2 
1 
2 


26 


2 

k 

2 
2 


1 
1 


2S 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  9. -Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)  curtains  as  compared  with  curtains  made  from  other 
materials?"  — Continued 


Replies 


Durability  properties- 

Don't  wear  well; 

not  durable 

Damaged  by  sunlight,  heat, 

rain — ■ 

Snag,  run 

Rip,  split,  crack  easily 

Hem,  edges  fray  easily 

Miscellaneous 


Price— too  expensiv 


Miscellaneous  characteristics 

Not  colorfast 

Keep  out  light,  air— — — 

Miscellaneous- 


Not  ascertained- 


No  complaints  about 
preferred  fiber 


Number  of  cases- 


Homemakers  who  used  curtains  and  who  said 
they  preferred  curtains  made  of  — 


Cotton 


Percent  — 


1 
1 


B 


1 
3 


69 


61*2 


Percent  — 


1 
2 

1 


1 
2 

2 


37 

5 


U8 


1*07 


Percent 


y 


2 

2 


13 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


1/ 


Percent  2 
10 


3 
2 

2 

2 
1 


2 
1 


6o  63 


116 


3 
3 


91 


l/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right 
column)  and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  had  more 
than  1  complaint  about  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Draperies 


Use .-There  "was  a  relationship  between  the  use  of  draperies  and  size  of 
community,  family- income  level,  and  educational  level  of  the  homemaker.  For 
example,  large  proportions  of  women  in  the  metropolitan  centers,  from  families 
in  the  upper  income  group,  and  with  some  college  training  or  better,  reported 
that  they  used  draperies  (table  10) o 


Table  10#-Replies  to  the  question:  "Do  you  ever  use  draperies,  or  drapes?" 


Background 

Percentage  of  respond- 
ents who  answered: 

Total 

Number 

characteristics 

Yes 

No 

of  cases 

United  States — — — — 

Size  of  community: 

Urban  metropolitan  — — 
Urban  nonmetropolitan  — 
Town  and  farm  — — — — 

Family- income  level:  -J 

Percent 

62 

75 
62 
U9 

7U 
65 
U8 

76 
65 
53 

Percent 
38 

25 
38 
51 

26 
35 
52 

2U 

35 
hi 

Percent 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

Number 
2,223 

808 
691 
12h 

719 
730 
727 

333 

1,073 

772 

Educational  level:  -' 

High  school  — — — — - 
Grade  school  — — «— — — 

1/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  hi   respondents, 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  U5  respondents* 


Fibers  used  in  draperies.-Respondents  who  said  they  used  draperies  were 
asked:  "Have  you  used  draperies  made  of  all  cotton,  all  rayon,  a  mixture,  or 
anything  else?"  About  7  in  10  homemakers  responded  that  they  had  used  cotton 
draperies;  almost  h   in  10  said  they  had  used  draperies  made  of  rayon  and 
cotton  mixtures;  all-rayon  and  plastic  draperies  were  each  named  by  about  1  in 
h  respondents;  slightly  more  than  1  in  10  mentioned  paper  draperies*  One  in 
10  named  a  miscellaneous  fiber  or  mixture  such  as  silk,  linen,  nylon,  and 
rayon  or  cotton  with  silk,  but  no  one  of  these  materials  was  mentioned  by  as 
many  as  1  in  10. 
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A  higher  proportion  of  urban  than  of  rural  respondents  reported  that 
they  used  all-rayon  draperies.  Mixtures  of  cotton  and  rayon  appear  to  be 
used  most  extensively  in  urban  nonmetropolitan  areas.  Plastics,  however, 
were  used  least  often  in  these  areas  but  they  are  used  by  equal  proportions 
of  homemakers  from  rural  areas  and  the  large  metropolitan  centers  (table  11). 

Table  U  .-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fibers  used  by  homemakers  in 

draperies 


Fibers 
used 


Homemakers  who  reported  using  draperies 


Size  of  community 


United 
States 


V 


Urban 
metropolitan 


V 


Urban  non- 
metropolitan 


V 


Town 
and  farm 


V 


Cotton  — — .— — . 
Cotton-rayon  mixtures 

Plastic  — — — — . 

Paper  ——————— 

Miscellaneous  fibers 

and  mixtures  — — 
Not  ascertained  — 


Percent 

69 
39 
2k 
2k 
Ik 

10 

1 


Percent 

67 
31* 
29 
26 
11 

Ik 

2 


Percent 

73 
U6 
2k 
19 
17 


Percent 

68 
39 
16 
26 
16 


Number  of  cases — —   1, 38U 


607 


ii25 


352 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 


Background  characteristics  related  to  use  of  specific  fibers  in  draper- 
ies.-The  use  of  paper  or  plastic  draperies  occurs  to  a  slightly  greater  extent 
among  homemakers  in  the  middle—income  group,  those  with  grade-  or  high-school 
training,  and  the  younger  age  group. 

Experience  with  cotton  draperies  was  reported  by  about  equal  propor- 
tions of  women  at  all  income  and  education  levels.  A  slightly  lower  propor- 
tion of  women  under  30  years  reported  they  had  used  them. 

Apparently  a  large  proportion  of  women  from  the  upper  income  and  high 
school  and  college  groups  have  used  draperies  made  of  rayon  and  rayon  mix- 
tures, but  the  samples  taken  are  too  small  to  be  regarded  as  reliable.  How- 
ever, a  significantly  higher  proportion  of  homemakers  in  the  older  age  groups 
have  used  draperies  made  of  rayon  and  rayon  mixtures. 
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Use  of  miscellaneous  fibers,  such  as  silk  and  linen,  was  reported  to 
a  greater  extent  by  older  respondents  and  those  in  the  upper  income  and  upper 
educational  levels  (table  12). 


Table  12 .-Income,  education,  and  age  of  homemakers  related  to  fibers  used  in 

draperies 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  homemakers  -who  had  used 
draperies  made  of  -- 


Cotton 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixtures 


Rayon 


Plastic 


Paper 


Miscel- 
laneous 


Number 

of 
cases 


United  States  -— — 

2/ 
Family- income  level*  — ' 

Middle  

Educational  level:  » 

Grade  school  — — — 
High  school  — — — 
College 

Age  groups*  zJ 

Under  30  years 
30  -  39  years  ■ 
U0  years  and  older  - 


Pet. 
69 


69 
67 
71 


69 
66 
76 


62 
7U 
70 


y 


Pet." 
39 


39 
39 
39 


1*0 
39 
37 


31 
39 
U2 


Pct.- 
2k 


21 
22 
27 


18 
26 

28 


18 
2U 
27 


Pet. 


y 


2k 


21 
32 
18 


23 
27 
15 


30 
27 
20 


Pet." 
Hi 


15 
17 
12 


15 

15 

9 


19 
15 
12 


Pet. 


y 


Number 


10 


5 

7 

16 


7 
10 
21 


h 
12 
12 


l,38U 


3U9 
U72 

53U 


I4II 

691* 
251* 


268 
363 
7hh 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 
2/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  29  respondents. 
3/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  25  respondents* 
k/    Age  was  not  ascertained  for  9  respondents. 


Fiber  preferences  in  draperies .-Cotton  draperies  were  preferred  by  the 
largest  proportion  of  homemakers— about  k   in  10.  Rayon-cotton  .nixtures  were 
named  by  a  fourth,  and  about  equal  proportions  —  1  in  10  —  chose  all  rayon 
and  plastics.  Miscellaneous  fibers  or  mixtures  were  named  also  by  about  1  in 
10.  These  included  silk,  rayon,  nylon,  paper,  and  silk  mixtures.  Three  per- 
cent of  the  respondents  could  not  specify  a  preference  (table  13) • 
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Although  ll;  percent  of  the  respondents  claimed  to  have  used  paper  dra- 
peries, only  1  percent  (classified  under  the  miscellaneous  category)  said  they 
preferred  this  material. 

In  general,  there  appears  to  be  no  relationship  between  either  size  of 
community,  family- income  level,  education,  or  age,  and  homemakers'  preferences 
in  drapery  fibers. 

Table  13,-Replies  to  the  question:  "Which  one  of  these  materials  would  you 
say  you  like  best  for  draperies— cotton,  rayon,  a  mixture,  or  some- 
thing else?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  draperies 


Cotton  - 

Rayon-cotton  mixtures  - 

Rayon  — — 

Plastic  ~ 

Miscellaneous  -———»<—— 

No  preference  — — — — — 

Not  ascertained  — 

Total  


Number  of  cases  — 


Percent 

39 
25 
11 

9 

9 

3 

h 


100 


1,381* 


"What  proportion  of  respondents  were  actually  using  the  fiber  they  pre- 
ferred?-For  the  most  part,  respondents  who  named  a  fiber  choice  indicated  that 
they  had  tried  out  their  preferred  fibers  at  one  time  or  another.  These  women 
were  then  asked:  "Are  all  the  draperies  you  now  have  made  of  (fiber  prefer- 
ence)?" 

About  three  in  four  said  that  they  were  using  only  their  preferred  fiber 
or  that  fiber  in  connection  with  other  fibers.  Four  percent  of  the  respondents 
were  not  using  draperies  at  the  time  they  were  interviewed,  although  they  said 
they  usually  used  them. 

Among  those  who  had  chosen  all  cotton,  rayon-cotton  mixtures,  and  plas- 
tics as  their  preferred  fibers,  the  proportions  who  reported  that  they  were 
actually  using  only  their  preferred  fibers  were  significantly  larger  than  the 
proportions  who  said  they  preferred  all-rayon  draperies  (table  lU) • 
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Table  lU«-Relation  between  fiber  preferences  in  draperies  and  reported  use  of 

preferred  fibers 


Reported  use  of 

Homemakers  who  used  draperies  and  who  said  they 
preferred  — 

preferred  fiber 

Cotton 

Rayon-cotton 
mixtures 

Rayon 

Plastics  and 
paper 

Using  only  preferred 

Using  preferred  fiber 
plus  other  fibers  — 

Not  using  preferred 

Not  using  draperies 
when  interviewed  — — 

Not  ascertained  — — — 

Percent 

63 

18 

10 

k 
5 

Percent 

56 
20 

16 

5 
3 

Percent 

39 
29 

23 

6 
3 

Percent 

60 
25 

8 

5 

2 

Total  

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  — — - — 

9x9 

3l4l 

150 

151* 

Reasons  for  using  fibers  other  than  those  preferred, -Among  the  women 
who  preferred  cotton  draperies  but  who  were  using  other  fibers  either  in 
addition  to  or  in  place  of  cotton,  about  a  fourth  said  they  could  not  afford 
to  buy  cotton.  Others  said  they  were  still  using  other  draperies  but  would 
buy  cotton  as  replacements  when  their  present  draperies  wore  out.  They  also 
gave  a  variety  of  other  reasons  including  the  statement  that  cotton  draperies 
are  hard  to  launder.  Those  who  preferred  rayon  or  rayon-cotton  mixtures  but 
were  not  using  these  fibers  gave  about  the  same  reasons  for  not  doing  so  in 
roughly  the  same  proportions.  Preferences  for  plastics,  paper,  silk,  linen, 
and  nylon  are  grouped  under  M other"  in  table  15  because  the  number  of  women 
who  expressed  a  preference  for  one  of  these  materials  but  who  nevertheless 
was  not  using  it  was  too  small  to  be  treated  separately.  In  this  group,  the 
outstanding  reason  for  not  using  the  preferred  material  was  that  draperies  of 
other  fibers  bought  sometime  ago  were  still  in  use  (table  15) • 
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Table  V?  •-Relation  between  fiber  preferences  and  reasons  given  for  using  dra- 
peries made  of  other  than  preferred  fiber 


Homemakers  who  said  they  preferred 
draperies  made  of  — 

Reasons 

Cotton 

Rayon  and 
rayon- cotton 
mixtures 

Other 

Percent  •* 

Percent  -' 

1/ 
Percent  w 

Preferred  fiber  too  expensive  — - 

2k 

28 

18 

Using  up  older  draperies  of  other 

10 

17 

1*2 

Preferred  fiber  too  hard  to 

Hi 

11 

k 

Received  other  fibers  as  gifts  — 

10 

10 

3 

Using  cheapest  fibers  available 
while  living  in  temporary 

8 

7 

7 

Draperies  of  other  fibers  looked 
more  attractive  — — — — 

11 

k 

3 

Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for 

5 

8 

k 

Liked  to  try  out  all  the  fibers  - 

7 

* 

5 

Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for 
year-round  use  —————— 

8 

k 

h 

Couldn't  get  type  of  drapery  de- 

5 

h 

5 

Draperies  of  other  fibers  were 

h 

2 

3 

Miscellaneous  —————— 

5 

5 

3 

Not  ascertained  — — —  —  ■  — 

U 

8 

7 

Number  of  cases  — — — — — 

18U 

218 

115 

1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  gave  more 
than  1  reason  for  using  other  fibers. 
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Reasons  given  for  fiber  preferences  in  draperies .-The  principal  reasons 
given  for  liking  plastic  draperies  ares  Plastic  draperies  do  not  require 
■washing,  and  they  are  inexpensive.  In  addition,  about  one  in  two  horaemakers 
who  said  they  preferred  them  said  they  were  attractive  looking. 

However,  more  of  the  women  who  had  chosen  rayon  or  rayon- cotton  mix- 
tures gave  attractive  appearance  as  the  reason  than  of  those  who  favored 
other  fibers. 

The  main  reasons  given  for  liking  cotton  draperies  were  that  they 
laundered  well,  retained  their  color,  and  were  more  durable  than  other  fibers 
(table  16). 

Complaints  about  preferred  f ibers.-The  principal  complaint  about  rayon 
and  rayon  mixtures  was  that  they  do  not  launder  well. 

The  chief  criticisms  made  by  homemakers  who  said  they  preferred  dra- 
peries made  entirely  of  cotton  were  directed  against  the  appearance  and 
laundering  qualities  of  this  fiber. 

The  main  criticisms  of  those  who  expressed  a  preference  for  plastic 
draperies  were  that  "they  have  an  unpleasant  odor,"  and  "they  split  and  crack 
easily."  In  addition,  several  specific  criticisms  were  made  of  the  appear- 
ance of  plastics. 

It  should  be  noted,  however,  that  among  horaemakers  who  liked  cotton 
draperies  70  percent  had  no  complaints  about  the  fiber,  66  percent  of  those 
who  favored  cotton-rayon  mixtures  had  no  fault  to  find,  and  more  than  half  of 
those  who  preferred  either  rayon  or  plastic  drapery  materials  had  no  criti- 
cisms to  make  concerning  them  (table  17). 
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Table  16.- Replies  to  the  question:  "What  do  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 
drapery  as  compared  with  drapery  made  from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  draperies  and  who  said 
they  preferred  draperies  made  of  — 


Cotton 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


Plastic 


Percent  ± 


V 


Percent  ± 


V 


Laundering  and  cleaning 

properties — 

Doesn't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned 

Easy  to  launder ■ — 

Looks  like  new  after  -washing — 

Doesn't  shrink,  stretch— — 

Will  take  repeated  washings- 
Can  be  washed  in  machine—— 
Doesn't  have  to  be  washed 

often 

Requires  no  special  care  in 

washing 

Requires  no  special  care  in 

ironing- — - 

Easy  to  starch 

Dry-cleans  well 

Requires  only  slight  ironing— 
Doesn»t  have  to  be  starched— 

Wind  will  blow  dust  out 

Doesn't  have  to  be  ironed — — 
Can  be  cleaned  with  damp  cloth 
Miscellaneous- — — - — — — 


Appearance  characteristics 

Comes  in  pretty  colors 

Comes  in  pretty  patterns, 

designs 

Drapes  well,  in  soft  folds 

Hangs  straight;  doesn't  sag 

Has  body;  not  limp  or  droopy — 

Appropriate  for  furnishings 

Looks  dressy,  fancy,  rich 

Looks  pretty 

Neat,  well-tailored — 

Looks  cool,  crisp,  fresh— 

Has  a  nice  texture,  feels  soft 

Doesn't  wrinkle 

Hangs  well  without  a  lining- 
Has  a  sheen,  gloss,  shimmer- — 
Looks  like  real  cloth 


29 
17 
17 
15 
ID 
ID 


12 

9 
7 
7 
5 
h 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 


81 


U2 


ID 
10 

5 

15 
k 
k 

6 

1 


11 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


9 
17 

8 
ID 

3 
23 

7 


h 

2 

1 

21* 


50 


Ik 


Percent  Jr 


6 
9 
5 

5 

l 


13 


9 
2 
8 
2 
1 
3 


11 

5 
22 

10 

5 
7 
32 
6 
1 

~5 

5 

l 

21 


1*5 


81 


Percent  H 


1 
3 

1 

2 

8 


1 
1 
6 
83 
2 


15 

2 

8 
2 

1 
1 
2 

13 
2 

3 
2 
2 

1 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  16. -Replies  to  the  question:  "lhat  do  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 
drapery  as  compared  -with  drapery  made  from  other  materials?" 

—  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  -who  used  draperies  and  -who  said 
they  preferred  draperies  made  of  — 


Gotton 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


Elastic 


Percent 


y 


Percent 


y 


Percent 


1/ 


Durability  properties  — — — — 
Wears  wellj  durable  — — — 
Doesn't  rip,  split,  crack  — 
Stays  new- looking  for  a 

long  time  — — — — — 

Not  damaged  by  sunlight, 

heat,  rain  —————— 

Doesn't  snag,  run  — — 

Price — inexpensive  — 

Miscellaneous  characteristics 

Not  slippery— easy  to  hang, 

sew  on  — — 
Lets  in  light,  air 
Heavy,  warm,  keeps  sun, 

drafts  out  ~ — — • 


15 
6 


Flame-proofed  — 
Miscellaneous  — — 

Not  ascertained  — — 


Number  of  cases — — — 


22 

1 
1 

1 

1 


25 


21 
k 


20 
25 


5U9 


13 

2 

1 

1 
2 


28 


-   17 


16 
1 


8 
16 


1 
3 

1 
2 


U2 
13 


3lil 


150 


132 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than 
1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  17  .-Replies  to  the  questions  ""What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred 

fiber)  drapery  as  compared  with  drapery  made  from  other  materials?" 


Homemakers  -who  used  draperies  and  who  said 
they  preferred  draperies  made  of  — 


Replies 


Appearance  characteristics  - 

Doesn't  look  dressy,  fancy,  rich 

Doesn't  drape  well  - 

Doesn't  look  pretty 

Too  stiff,  stiff  looking 

No  variety  in  patterns,  colors  - 

Miscellaneous  

Laundering  properties 
Shrinks,  stretches  • 
Difficult  to  launder 
Dirt  collects,  clings  to  it 
Mast  be  dry-cleaned 
Won't  take  repeated  washings  - 
Miscellaneous  — — 


Price — too  expensive  - 

Durability  properties 

Snags,  runs  ———————— 

Rips,  splits,  cracks  easily  — 
Damaged  by  sunlight,  heat,  rain 
Doesn't  wear  well,  not  durable 

Miscellaneous  characteristics  — ■ 
Not  colorf  ast  — — 
Has  an  unpleasant  odor 
Inflammable  — — — — — 

It  rattles,  rustles  

Keeps  out  light,  air 
Printed  on  one  side  only  - 
Miscellaneous  ----——— 


Not  ascertained  — 


No  complaints  about  preferred 
fiber 


Number  of  cases  — 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  had  more  than  1 
complaint  about  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Interest  expressed  in  flameproof ed  draperies. -All  homemakers  -who  were 
using  draperies  when  interviewed  were  asked:  "How  do  you  feel  about  your  own 
home  —  do  you  feel  you  should  have  flameproof  ed  draperies?"  If  the  respond- 
ent said  she  felt  she  should  have  flameproofed  draperies  she  was  askeds  "Would 
you  be  willing  to  pay  more  money  in  order  to  get  flameproofed  draperies?"  This 
second  question  was  designed  to  measure  the  degree  of  interest  in  the  problem. 

Of  the  1,3214.  homemakers  in  the  sample  who  were  using  draperies  when 
interviewed 

1  percent  were  already  using  flameproofed  draperies 
50  percent  said  they  did  not  want  flameproofed  draperies 
ii7  percent  said  they  would  like  flameproofed  draperies 

Among  the  hi  percent  who  said  they  would  like  flameproofed 
draperies, 

hO  percent  said  they  would  pay  more  for  flameproof ing 
7  percent  said  they  would  not  pay  more 

Apparently  there  was  no  relationship  between  income  or  educational  level 
of  respondents  and  their  interest  in  flameproof ing •  This  interest  was  associ- 
ated with  age  to  some  extent  as  older  women  manifested  less  interest  than 
younger  ones  (table  18), 


Table  18. -Relation  between  age  and  interest  expressed  by  homemakers  in  flame- 
proofed draperies 


Homemakers  who  were  using  draperies  at  time  of 

interview 

Homemakers'  interest 
in  flameproofed 

Age  groups 

draperies 

Under  30 
years 

30  to  39 
years 

kO  to  k9 

years 

50  years 
and  over 

Would  like  flameproofed 

Not  interested  — — — 

Already  using  flame- 
proofed draperies  — 

Percent 
1 

Percent 

53 
i|6 

1 

Percent 

U5 

Percent 
UO 

1 

Total 

100 

100 

100 

100 

257 

3kh 

303 

10-2 

\j    Age  not  ascertained  for  8  cases. 
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Upholstery  Fabrics 

In  the  present  study  upholstery  materials  used  for  outer  coverings  on 
living  room  furniture  were  divided  into  pile  and  nonpile  fabrics.  The  former 
includes  such  materials  ass  Velvet,  velveteen,  corduroy,  mohair,  and  frieze* 
Classified  as  nonpile  are  those  with  a  rough,  coarse  surface  as  well  as  the 
ones  with  a  smooth,  hard  finish.  Either  type  of  fabric  may  be  made  of  any  of 
the  fibers  discussed  here,  and  this  was  made  as  clear  as  possible  to  all  re- 
spondents by  the  interviewers  . 

Sixteen  percent  of  the  sample  reported  that  they  had  not  used  any 
living  room  furniture  covered  with  outer  upholstery  material.  Included  in 
this  group  of  nonusers  are  homemakers  without  living  (sitting  or  parlor)  room 
furniture,  those  in  warm  climates  who  use  porch  (metal,  canvas)  or  other 
types  of  furniture  not  ordinarily  upholstered,  and  some  who  buy  muslin- covered 
furniture  which  they  slip  cover. 

Size  of  community,  family- income  level,  and  a  homemaker1 s  educational 
level  are  all  directly  related  to  the  use  of  upholstered  living  room  furniture. 
Those  most  likely  to  report  no  experience  with  these  materials  are  women  from 
rural  areas,  from  lower- income  families,  and  those  with  a  grade- school  educa- 
tion (table  19). 


Table  19 .-Replies  to  the  question:  HHave  you  used  any  living  room  furniture 

with  upholstery  material  on  it?" 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  respond- 
ents who  answered: 


Yes 


No 


Total 


Number 
of  cases 


United  States  — — — — — 

Size  of  community: 
Urban  metropolitan  — — • 
Urban  nonmetropolitan  — ■ 
Town  and  farm  — — — — 


Family- income  level: 
Upper 

Middle  

Lower  —————— 

Educational  level:  £/ 
College  ——-----■ 
High  school  — — 
Grade  school  — 


y 


Percent 
8U 

92 
8U 

75 


95 
90 
66 


92 
91 
71 


Percent 
16 

8 
16 
25 

5 
10 
3k 


8 

9 

29 


Percent 
100 

100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Number 
2,223 

808 
691 
12k 


727 
730 
719 


333 

1,073 

772 


y Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  kl   respondents, 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  U5  respondents. 


234897  O  -  53 
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Plle  vs.  nonpile  fabric s .-Among  respondents  -who  had  had  experience  with 
upholstery  materials  almost  h   in  10  said  they  had  used  both  pile  and  nonpile 
fabrics.  The  same  proportion  indicated  experience  with  only  nonpile  materials 
and  slightly  more  than  a  fifth  had  used  pile  fabrics  only. 

Larger  proportions  of  homemakers  from  the  upper-income  group,  those 
with  college  training,  and  those  kO  years  or  older  had  tried  both  types  of 
fabrics  than  had  younger  women,  those  from  the  lower-income  groups,  and  the 
less  formally  educated. 

Respondents  from  the  lower- income  and  education  groups  were  more  likely 
to  have  used  only  pile  fabrics,  and  the  largest  proportion  to  report  experi- 
ence with  only  nonpile  materials  were  women  under  30  years  of  age  (table  20). 


Table  20 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "Have  the  upholstery  materials  you  have 
used  been" pile  materials,  or  materials  that  were  not  pile,  or  both?" 


Background 
characteristics 


y 


United  States  — — 

Family-income  level* 
Upper 
Middle 
Lower 

2/ 

Educational  level:  -' 

College 
High  school 
Grade  school  — 


Age  groups:  & 

Under  30  years  — — 
30  -  39  years  — — 
U0  years  and  older  - 


Percentage  of  respondents  having 

experience  with  upholstery 

materials  who  answered: 


Pile 


Percent 


22 


17 
27 

2U 


Ik 
23 
26 


23 
23 
22 


Nonpile 


Percent 


38 


37 
39 

38 


38 
37 
39 


U6 
U0 
3U 


Both 


Percent 


38 

\& 
33 
35 


hi 
39 
32 


30 
36 
12 


Not 
ascer- 
tained 


Percent 


1 
1 

3 


1 

1 

3 


1 
1 
2 


Total 


Percent 
100 

100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Number 
of  cases 


Number 
1,867 

683 
657 
U82 


308 
972 
5U6 


3hh 

U93 

1,020 


1/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  h$   respondents. 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  hX   respondents. 
3/  Age  was  not  ascertained  for  10  respondents. 
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Among  respondents  who  had  used  upholstery  materials  more  than  half  ex- 
pressed a  preference  for  nonpile  fabrics.  Preference  for  this  type  of  mate- 
rial is  associated  with  the  upper- income  group  and  with  the  high- school  and 
college- trained  women  (table  21). 


Table  21  .-Replies  to  the  question:  "which  type  of  upholstery  do  you  like 
best  —  the  pile  or  the  kind  without  the  pile?" 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  respondents  having 

experience  with  upholstery 

materials  who  answered: 


Pile 


Nonpile 


No 
prefer- 
ence 


Not 
ascer- 
tained 


Total 


Number 
of  cases 


Percent 


United  States  — 


V 


Family-income  level  a 
Upper  « 
Middle  - 
Lower  - 


Educational  level: 
College  — — — 
High  school  — — 
Grade  school  — 


2/ 


38 

3k 
39 
ii2 


31 
37 

h3 


Percent 
56 

60 
56 
52 

63 
$9 
50 


Percent 


Percent 


Percent 


5 
3 
k 


5 
3 
k 


1 
2 
2 

1 
1 

3 


100 

100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Number 
1,867 

683 
657 
U82 

308 
972 
5U6 


1/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  h$  respondents. 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  M  respondents. 


Reasons  given  for  fabric  preferences. -Major  reasons  given  for  prefer- 
ring nonpile  fabrics  are  largely  related  to  the  cleaning  properties  of  this 
type  of  material.  Specifically,  homemakers  said  that  this  type  of  fabric 
does  not  collect  as  much  fuzz  and  dust;  that  the  dirt  stays  on  the  surface 
■where  you  can  see  it  and  clean  it;  and  that  it  can  be  brushed  or  cleaned 
easily.  Two  other  main  reasons  offered  come  under  the  heading  of  comfort 
characteristics.  These  are  that  a  nonpile  material  does  not  stick  to  the 
clothing  or  scratch  the  skin,  and  is  cooler  to  sit  on. 

Those  homemakers  who  expressed  a  preference  for  pile  material  stressed 
its  durability  and  good  appearance.  About  half  cited  good  cleaning  proper- 
ties, chiefly  that  it  stays  clean  looking  longer.  The  major  specific  state- 
ment made  regarding  appearance  was  that  pile  fabrics  look  richer,  more 
luxurious,  and  more  expensive  (table  22). 
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Table  22 •-Replies  to  the  question: 


"What  is  it  you  like  about  the  (preferred 
■type)  material?* 


Replies 


Cleaning  properties 

Doesn't  collect  fuzz,  dust,  lint- 
Dirt  stays  on  surface  where  you 

can  see  and  clean  it—— 

Dirt  can  be  brushed  off  easily- 
Easy  to  keep  clean 

Stays  clean  looking  longer 

Can  shampoo  it  yourself 

Can  vacuum-clean  it  yourself- 

Can  be  spot-cleaned  without 

leaving  a  ring- 

Can  be  wiped  clean  with  a  damp  cloti 

Looks  like  n&r   after  cleaning 

Doesn!t  show  spots,  stains 

Miscellaneous—- 


Homemakers  who  used  upholstered 
furniture  and  who  said  they  pre- 
ferred upholstery  made  of  — 


Nonpile 
material 


Comfort  characteristics— 

Feels  smooth — doesn't  stick, 

scratch,  irritate 

Feels  cool 

Feels  comfortable  (unspecified)- 
Feels  soft— 


Appearance  characteristics — 

Looks  pretty,  attractive — 

Comes  in  many  pretty  patterns, 

designs— ■ 

Comes  in  many  pretty  colors 

Nap  doesn't  mat  down- 

It's  modern,  stylish 

Looks  fancy,  rich,  expensive 

Colors  don't  fade • 

Looks  cozy,  homey,  informal 

Has  a  sheen,  gloss,  luster- 

Colors  are  deep,  rich  looking 

Looks  soft 

Miscellaneous 


20 

12 

ID 

9 

7 

7 

2 
2 

1 
1 
2 


21 

15 

2 

1 


Percent  =/ 
57 


h 
h 
h 
3 

1 
1 
1 


31* 


28 


Pile 
material 


12 

2 
3 
2 
1 
22 

k 

1 
1 
2 
2 

1 


US 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  22 .-Replies  to  the  question? 


"What  is  it  you  like  about  the  (preferred 
type)  material?"  —  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  upholstered 
furniture  and  who  said  they  pre- 
ferred upholstery  made  of  — 


Nonpile 
material 


Pile 
material 


Percent 


Percent  -' 


Durability  properties 

Doesn't  wear  out  in  spots,  patches- 
Wears  well 

Stays  new  looking  for  a  long  time- 
Threads  don't  snag,  break 

Will  take  hard,  rough  wear 

Doesn't  get  slick,  shiny  looking — 
Doesn't  wear  out  quickly  in  arms 

and  seat 

Doesn't  fray  at  edges 

Doesn't  develop  holes 

Has  more  body 

Nap  protects  it  from  wear 


11 
7 

3 
3 
2 
2 

2 
1 


Price — less  expensive 


Miscellaneous- 

Not  eaten  by  moths- 
Miscellaneous 


Not  ascertained— 


27 


3 
9 


Number  of  cases- 


1,0^2 


56 


705 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  column) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than  1 
reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Fiber  experience  in  upholstery  materials. -In  the  case  of  pile  fabrics 
respondents  reported  only  on  the  fibers  in  the  pile*  As  manufacturers  of 
pile  materials  are  required  to  label  only  the  fiber  content  of  the  pile,  few 
respondents  knew  what  constituted  the  backing  of  these  materials.  If  a  re- 
spondent said  her  pile  upholstery  was  mohair,  she  was  asked  specifically 
about  the  fiber  content.  Those  who  answered  that  it  was  a  wool  mohair  were 
classified  with  wool;  similarly  cotton  mohair  was  grouped  with  cotton.  So 
few  insisted  that  they  were  using  "true  mohair"  or  angora  goat  hair  that  they 
were  put  into  the  miscellaneous  category.  All  responses  of  "I  do^t  know"  or 
"I*m  not  sure"  were  put  with  the  "not  ascertained"  group.  A  number  of  the 
respondents  may  have  been  mistaken  as  to  the  fiber  content  of  the  upholstery 
they  were  using,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  fibers  they  reported  are  the 
ones  they  believed  they  had,  as  any  uncertainty  in  the  response  caused  it  to 
be  classified  as  "not  ascertainable." 

Respondents  who  were  using  upholstered  living  room  furniture  when  in- 
terviewed were  asked  to  name  the  specific  fibers  or  mixtures  they  had  used  in 
upholstery  fabrics.  More  than  a  third  said  they  had  used  all  wool,  and  almost 
a  third  said  they  had  used  all  cotton.  Twenty  percent  said  they  had  used  mix- 
tures of  cotton  and  rayon,  and  about  1  in  10  said  they  had  used  mixtures  of 
cotton  and  wool.  Almost  2  in  10  —  17  percent  ~  could  not  identify  the  fibers 
they  had  used  (table  23). 

Table  23 .-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fibers  used  by  homemakers  in 

upholstery  materials 


Homemakers  who  said  they  were  using  upholstered 
furniture  when  interviewed 

Fibers  used 

Size  of  community 

United 
States 

Urban 
metro- 
politan 

Urban 
nonmetro- 
politan 

Town 
and 

farm 

Percent  ^ 

Percent  -' 

38 
31 
19 

9 

3 

2 

h 
k 
h 

k 

21 

Percent  -' 

38 
36 
21 

13 

6 

6 

h 

3 

1 

3 
12 

Percent  -» 

Rayon-cotton  mixtures  — — 

35 

32 

20 

11 

5 

h 

k 

3 

2 

3 

17 

29 

30 

19 

12 

7 

5 

3 

1 

1 

2 

17 

Miscellaneous  —————— 

Not  ascertained  — — —- — 

1,832 

737 

571 

521; 

1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 
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Experiences  of  urban  and  rural  women  as  to  fibers  varied  little  except 
in  the  case  of  wool.  A  significantly  higher  proportion  of  urban  than  of  rural 
respondents  reported  the  use  of  all-wool  upholstery  materials  (table  23) • 

Income,  education,  and  age  related  to  fibers  used  by  homemakers  in  up- 
holstery .-Use  of  all-wool  upholstery  materials  is  directly  related  to  age, 
education,  and  family- income  level.  Experience  with  rayon-cotton  mixtures, 
however,  is  associated  with  only  two  of  these:  Education  and  income.  The 
better  educated  respondents  and  those  from  the  higher  income  levels  are  more 
likely  to  report  use  of  all  wool  and  mixtures  of  rayon  and  cotton  than  are 
the  less  well  educated  homemakers  and  those  from  the  lower  income  group.  In 
addition,  women  more  than  kO   years  old  are  more  likely  to  have  used  all  wool 
upholstery  than  are  younger  respondents  (table  2k)  • 


Table  2k .-Income,  education,  and  age  of  homemakers  related  to  fibers  used  in 

upholstery  materials 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  homemakers  who  had  used  uphol- 
stery materials  made  of  — 


Wool 


Cotton 


Cotton- 
rayon 
mixtures 


Cotton- 
wool 

mixtures 


Miscel- 
laneous 


Not 
ascer- 
tained 


Number 

of 
cases 


United  States 

2/ 
Family- income  level:— 

Middle  

Lower  — — — — — 

Educational  level:  */ 
College  — 

High  school 

Grade  school  — 

Age  groups:  •* 

kO  years  and  older  - 
30  -  39  years  — — 
Under  30  years 


Pet. 
35 


k2 
35 
28 


k6 
36 
30 


39 

35 
25 


y 


Pct.i/ 
32 


32 
33 
3k 


Pct.i/ 
20 


26 
18 
1U 


35 
32 
32 


30 
35 
35 


25 
21 

Hi 


19 
22 
19 


Pet. 
11 


10 
10 
13 


10 
10 
13 


12 

11 

9 


y 


Pct.i/ 


21 


Pet 


y 


25 
21 
17 


31 
21 
19 


23 
22 
17 


17 


15 
17 
19 


12 
17 
19 


16 

15 
22 


Number 
1,832 


676 
6U5 
U67 


303 
956 
532 


1,005 
U82 
336 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 
2/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  kh   respondents. 
3/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  lil  respondents. 
kj    Age  was  not  ascertained  for  9  respondents. 
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Fiber  preferences  in  upholstery  materials .-Respondents  -who  named  the 
fibers  they  had  used  in  upholstery  materials  were  asked  -which  of  them  they 
liked  best.  A  third  answered  "All  wool,"  about  a  fourth  said  "All  cotton," 
and  slightly  more  than  1  in  10  mentioned  mixtures  of  cotton  with  either  rayon 
or  wool  (table  2£). 

Table  25o-Replies  to  the  question:  ""Which  one  of  these  materials  do  you  like 
best  for  upholstery  ~  cotton,  wool,  a  mixture,  or  something  else?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  specified  their  fiber 
experience  in  upholstery  materials 


Wool 

Cotton  — — — 

Rayon-cotton  mixtures 
Wool- cotton  mixtures  - 
Wool-rayon  mixtures  — 
Plastic  — — — - — ----- 
Miscellaneous  — - — — 
No  preference  — — — 
Not  ascertained  — — 


Total  


Number  of  cases  — — 


Percent 

33 
23 
Ik 
11 

3 
6 

3 
2 


100 


1,516 


Age  related  to  preferences  for  fibers  used  in  upholstery.-Age  alone 
appears  to  be  related  to  fiber  preferences  in  upholstery  materials  and  then 
only  in  the  case  of  all  cotton  and  all  wool.  A  significantly  larger  pro- 
portion of  women  under  30  years  said  they  liked  all-cotton  upholstery  fabrics 
than  did  those  30  years  and  older.  More  of  the  older  respondents  said  they 
preferred  upholstery  materials  of  all  wool  than  did  those  under  30  years  of 
age  (table  26). 

Preferences  for  pile  vs.  nonpile  fabrics  related  to  fiber  preferences 
in  upholstery  mater ials.-Pref erences  for  all-cotton,  cotton-rayon  mixtures, 
and  all-wool  fibers  are  closely  related  to  homemakers'  preferences  for  type  of 
upholstery  fabric.  For  example,  about  6  in  10  who  said  they  preferred  pile 
fabrics  liked  all  wool  best,  compared  with  less  than  2  in  10  among  those  who 
preferred  a  nonpile  fabric.  In  the  group  that  chose  a  nonpile  material,  almost 
a  third  preferred  all  cotton  and  a  little  more  than  2  in  10  selected  mixtures 
of  cotton  and  rayon  (table  27). 
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Table  26 .-Relationship  between  age  and  fiber  preferences  in  upholstery  fabrics 


Homemakers  "who  specified  their  fiber 
experience  in  upholstery  materials 

Fibers  preferred 

Age  groups 

Under 
30  years 

30  -  39 
years 

iiO  years 
and  older 

Other  fibers  and  mixtures  — — — — ■ 

Percent 

31 
26 
39 

2 

2 

Percent 

2U 
32 

Uo 

2 
2 

Percent 

19 
35 

la 

3 
2 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  —  —————— 

261 

1*08 

8U0 

1/  Age  was  not  ascertained  for  7  respondents. 


Table  27 .-Relation  betvreen  type  of  fabric  preferred  and  fiber  preferences  in 

upholstery  materials 


Fibers  preferred 

Homemakers  who  specified  their  fiber 
experience  in  upholstery  materials 
and  who  also  said  they  preferred  ~ 

Nonpile  materials 

Pile  materials 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  —————— 

Wool-rayon  mixtures  — - — — — — — — 

Not  ascertained  — — — — — 

Percent 

32 
21 

15 
12 

h 

3 
9 
2 
2 

Percent 

10 

5 
59 
11 

2 

6 

3 

2 

2 

Total  -   —————. 

100 

100 

863 

581 
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Reasons  given  for  fiber  preferences  in  upholstery  materials o-Three  in 
four  of  the  respondents  who  preferred  all-wool  upholstery  fabrics  said  wool  is 
more  durable  than  other  fibers.  Two- thirds  of  those  who  chose  wool-cotton 
mixtures  gave  the  same  reason. 

Almost  6  in  10  of  the  homemakers  who  liked  cotton-rayon  mixtures  best 
referred  to  their  good  appearance.  Somewhat  less  than  half  of  those  who 
favored  all  wool  said  they  liked  its  appearance. 

Good  cleaning  properties  of  cotton  were  mentioned  by  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  those  who  preferred  it  —  close  to  6  in  10.  Slightly  more  than  k 
in  10  felt  that  cotton  wears  well,  and  about  a  third  liked  it  because  it  is 
comfortable.  The  chief  specific  statements  were  that  cotton  feels  cool  and 
does  not  scratch  or  stick  (table  28). 

Complaints  made  about  preferred  fibers .-The  largest  proportion  of  com- 
plaint s"olicurre7ri!n~c7>raieTtlon  3  in  10  of  those  who  pre- 
ferred this  fiber  said  that  it  is  too  warm,  and  that  it  scratches  or  sticks 0 
By  "sticking,"  respondents  meant  the  tendency  of  wool  to  cling  to  clothing, 
thus  preventing  easy  sliding  across  a  seat. 

The  two  major  criticisms  of  cotton  have  to  do  with  cleaning  properties 
and  appearance.  Specific  comments  were  that  cotton  upholstery  fabrics  do  not 
look  rich  or  expensive;  colors  fade;  and  they  do  not  stay  clean  looking  for 
very  long. 

Almost  2  in  10  of  those  who  preferred  mixtures  of  cotton  and  rayon  said 
that  the  mixture  does  not  wear  well. 

Miscellaneous  complaints  were  made  by  respondents  who  had  chosen  a  mix- 
ture of  cotton  and  wool,  but  none  of  these  was  mentioned  by  as  many  as  1  in  10. 
However,  more  than  7  in  10  of  those  who  favored  respectively  cotton,  cotton- 
rayon,  or  cotton-wool  mixtures  had  no  complaints  about  fabrics  made  from  these 
fibers  and  almost  half  (hh  percent)  of  those  who  expressed  a  preference  for 
wool  had  no  fault  to  find  with  it  (table  29) • 
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Table  28. -Replies  to  the  question:  "What  do  you  like  about  the  (preferred  fiber) 
upholstery  as  compared  with  upholstery  made  of  other  kinds  of 
material?11 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  specified  experience  with 
upholstery  fibers  and  who  said  they  pre- 
ferred upholstery  made  of  — 


Rayon- 
cotton 

mixture 


Wool- 
cotton 

mixture 


Percent  i' 


Durability  properties 

Lasts  longer,  wears  better — 

Stays  new  looking  longer 

Will  take  hard,  rough  wear—  ■ 
Doesn't  develop  holes- — - — — 

Has  more  body 

Threads  don't  snag,  break 

Doesn't  stretch  and  wrinkle 

up- 

Doesn't  fray,  wear  out  at 

seams,  edges- 

Doesn't  get  slick,  shiny 

looking 

Doesn't  wear  out  as  quickly 

in  arms  and  seat- — 


Cleaning  properties 

Stays  clean  looking  longer 

Can  vacuum- clean  it  yours elf - 
Dirt  can  be  brushed  off 

easily 

Can  shampoo  it  yourself 

Looks  like  new  after  cleaning 
Can  be  spot- cleaned  without 

leaving  a  ring 

Doesn't  collect  fuzz,  dust, 

lint— -— 

Easy  to  keep  clean 

Dirt  stays  on  surface  where 

you  can  see  and  clean  it — — 

Doesn't  show  spots,  stains 

Can  be  wiped  clean  with 

damp  cloth 

Miscellaneous—- 


Percent  i: 


U3 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  28 .-Replies  to  the  question:  ""What  do  you  like  about  the  (preferred 
fiber)  upholstery  as  compared  with  upholstery  made  of  other 
kinds  of  material?"  —  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  specified  experience  with 
upholstery  fibers  and  who  said  they  pre- 
ferred upholstery  made  of  — 


Wool 


W 


Cotton 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


Wool- 
cotton 
mixture 


Percen 


Per c en 


W 


Percent 


7 


Percent 


V 


Appearance  characteristics  —  -J- 
Looks  rich,  expensive, 

Colors  don't  fade  — — — — 
Looks  attractive,  pretty  — 
Colors  are  deep,  rich  looking 
Comes  in  many  pretty 

patterns,  designs  — — — - 
Comes  in  many  pretty  colors  - 
Colors  are  bright,  cheerful  - 
Nap  doesn't  mat  down  — — — 
Looks  cozy,  homey,  informal  - 
More  appropriate  for  living 

room  furniture  — — — — - 
Has  a  sheen,  gloss,  luster  ~ 

Looks  neat  — — — — - 

Miscellaneous  — — — — — — 


21 

lit 

7 

3 

2 
2 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 


Comfort  characteristics  — 

Feels  soft — ~ 

Feels  warm  ———————— 

Feels  comfortable  (unspeci- 

Feels  smooth— doesn't  stick, 
scratch,  irritate  — — — — 

Price — less  expensive 

Miscellaneous  —————— 

Gives  a  smooth,  hard  finish  - 
Not  eaten  by  moths  — — — 
Miscellaneous  — — — 


Not  ascertained  — — -— 


hi 


3 
20 

11+ 


1 

13 

1 


26 


3k 


15 
15 


...... 

17 

6 
10 

1 

11 
7 
3 

1 


1 
18 

h 
2 

2 
15 

12 


59 


6 
12 


27 


3 
7 

10 

1 

h 

3 

1 
2 

1 


2 
2 

1 
1 

1 
8 

1U 


6 
17 


30 


21 


10 
10 


Number  of  cases 


U9Q 


3U0 


219 


168 


l/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than  1 


reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  29*-Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)  upholstery  as  compared  with  upholstery  made  of  other 
kinds  of  material?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  specified  experience  with 
upholstery  fibers  and  who  said  they  pre- 
ferred upholstery  made  of  — 


Wool 


V 


Cotton 


17 


Rayon- 
cotton 
mixture 


57 


Wppl- 

cotton 

mixture 


V 


Percent  ±- 


Percent 


Percent  ± 


Percent  ± 


Comfort  characteristics- 
Feels  too  warm 

It  scratches,  sticks, 
irritates 


16 
15 


Cleaning  properties 

Collects  fuzz,  dust,  lint 

Difficult  to  keep  clean 

Doesn't  stay  clean  looking 

long 

Slows  spots,  stains 

Miscellaneous 

Price — too  expensive 

Appearance  characteristics 

Colors  fade — 

Not  much  choice  in  colors — - 
Doesn't  look  rich,  expensive 
Miscellaneous 


Durability  properties 

Threads  snag,  break 

Develops  holes;  wears  in 

Doesn't  wear  well 

Doesn't  stay  new  looking 
long 

Frays,  ravels  at  seams, 

edges 

Miscellaneous 

Miscellaneous— eaten  by  moths— 
Not  ascertained 

No  complaints  about  preferred 
fiber 


Number  of  cases- 


28 


6 

3 


15 
2 


1 
1 


6 

2 


1*98 


2 
1 


10 


11 


2 
72 


1 
1 

2 
3 
2 


3li0 


2 
h 


2 


1 
6 


1 

1 

1  16 


3 
71 


V 1   3 

1 

2 


2 
2 

1 
1 
1 


219 


2 
1 


2 
1 


1 
6 


2 

1 

79 


168 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  column) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  had  more  than  1  com- 
plaint about  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Slip  Covers 

Slightly  more  than  h   in  10  respondents  said  they  used  slip  covers.  The 
proportion  was  10  percent  higher  among  urban  than  among  rural  homemakers.  In 
the  rural  areas  and  small  towns,  only  about  1  in  3  respondents  said  they  used 
slip  covers. 

Use  of  slip  covers  is  related  to  family- income  level  and  education. 
One  in  two  homemakers  with  family  incomes  in  the  upper  group  said  they  used 
slip  covers,  as  compared  with  slightly  more  than  h   in  10  from  the  middle- 
income  level  and  a  little  more  than  3  in  10  from  the  lower- income  group. 

About  half  of  the  homemakers  with  high  school  or  college  training  said 
they  used  slip  covers,  as  compared  with  about  a  third  of  those  with  only  a 
grade- school  education  (table  30), 


Table  30,-Replies  to  the  question:  "Do  you  ever  use  slip  covers?" 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  respond- 
ents who  answered: 


Yes 


No 


Total 


Number 
of  cases 


United  States 


Size  of  community: 

Urban  metropolitan  — - — 
Urban  nonmetropolitan  — 
Town  and  farm  — — .— « 


Family- income  level:  hi 
Upper  — — — — — 
Middle  

Lower  — — —  — — - 


Educa clonal  level: 
College  — — 

High  school  

Grade  school  — 


2/ 


Percent 

Ui 


U6 
111 
36 


50 
U3 
31 


U8 
U6 
32 


Percent 


59 


5U 
59 
6U 


5o 
57 
69 


52 

68 


Percent 


100 


100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


y Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  hi   respondents, 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  U5  respondents. 


Number 


2,223 


808 
691 
72U 


719 
730 
727 


333 

1,073 

772 
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Fiber  experience  in  slip  covers. -Among  respondents  who  said  they  used 
slip  covers,  more  than  9  in  10  said  they  had  used  slip  covers  made  of  all 
cotton;  1$   percent  reported  the  use  of  rayon-cotton  mixtures „  Linen,  plastic, 
and  all  rayon  were  each  reported  by  3  percent  of  those  questioned  (table  31 )• 

Table  31 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "Have  you  used  slip  covers  made  of  all 

cotton,  a  mixture,  or  anything  else?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  reported  using 
slip  covers 


Cotton  — 

Cotton-rayon  mixtures 
Linen  — — — — 
Plastic  — — - — — - — 

Miscellaneous  — —  ■— 
Not  ascertained  — — 


Number  of  cases  — 


Percent 
93 

3 
3 
3 
3 
2 


y 


919 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 


Urban  homemakers  indicated  the  same  pattern  of  fiber  experience  as  did 
rural  ones,  and  neither  family  income,  education,  nor  age  of  the  respondent 
appeared  to  have  any  direct  relationship  to  the  fibers  they  had  used  in  slip 
covers. 


Fiber  preferences  in  slip  covers.-About  8  in  10  respondents  who  used 
slip  covers  preferred  those  made  of  all  cotton;  7  percent  liked  mixtures  of 
cotton  and  rayon,  and  2  percent  favored  plastics  (table  32). 

As  with  fiber  experience,  size  of  community,  family- income  level,  and 
education  and  age  of  homemakers  were  apparently  unrelated  to  the  respondent's 
preferences  as  to  fibers  in  slip  covers. 

Most  of  the  homemakers  who  used  slip  covers  and  who  expressed  a  prefer- 
ence for  a  particular  fiber  said  they  used  it  exclusively;  a  few  used  their 
preferred  fiber  plus  additional  fibers  (table  33) • 
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Table  32 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "Which  one  of  these  materials  -would  you 
say  you  like  best  for  slip  covers  —  all  cotton,  a  mixture,  or  something 

else?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  -who  used  slip  covers 


Cotton-rayon  mixtures  — — 

Miscellaneous  —————— 

No  preference  — — — — — 

Not  ascertained  — — — - 


Number  of  cases 


Percent 

81 
7 
2 

5 
3 
2 


100 


919 


Table  33 •-Replies  to  the  question:  "Are  all  the  slip  covers  you  now  have  made 

of  (preferred  fiber)?" 


Replies 

Homemakers  who  used  slip  covers 
and  who  named  a  fiber  preference 

Yes,  using  preferred  fiber  plus 

Not  using  slip  covers  when  interviewed- 
Not  ascertained  —————— 

Percent 

81 

h 

7 
6 
2 

Iotal  

100 

Number  of  cases  ——————— 

880 
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Respondents  who  named  a  choice  of  fibers  were  asked  to  give  the 
reasons  for  their  preferences  and  to  specify  any  complaints  they  had  about 
their  preferred  fibers.  Responses  were  tabulated  for  cotton  only  as  the  num- 
bers who  named  other  fibers  or  materials  were  too  small  in  each  case  for 
further  analysis • 

Reasons  given  for  preferring  slip  covers  made  of  all  cotton.-More  than 
9  in  10  women  who  had  chosen  all  cotton  said  it  was  because  cotton  possesses 
desirable  laundering  properties »  Within  this  general  category,  more  than  a 
dozen  specific  washing  or  cleaning  characteristics  were  mentioned*  For  ex- 
ample, about  a  third  said  they  preferred  cotton  slip  covers  because  they  don't 
have  to  be  dry-cleaned.  More  than  1  in  every  k   specified  each  of  the  follow- 
ing characteristics:  Cotton  slip  covers  don*t  shrink  or  stretch  in  washing; 
they  can  be  washed  by  machine;  and  the  colors  don't  run0  Almost  as  large  a 
proportion  said  they  had  chosen  cotton  slip  covers  because  they  require  no 
special  care  in  laundering  and  they  look  like  new  after  they  have  been  washed* 
About  1  in  10  referred  to  the  durableness  of  cotton  in  washing. 

Good  wearing  properties  and  nice  appearance  were  mentioned  by  3  out  of 
every  10  homemakers  among  those  who  preferred  cotton  slip  covers.  Under  the 
latter  category,  some  of  the  specific  comments  were:  Cotton  slip  covers  come 
in  pretty  colors,  patterns,  and  de signs j  they  look  pretty,  fresh,  crisp;  they 
look  neat,  stay  in  place,  and  don't  wrinkle. 

Fifteen  percent  of  the  homemakers  who  were  asked  to  give  their  reasons 
for  preferring  slip  covers  made  of  cotton  responded  that  cotton  slip  covers 
are  the  right  price  for  them,  not  too  expensive,  or  are  inexpensive  to  buy. 
Six  percent  said  they  like  cotton  slip  covers  because  they  feel  cool.  Other 
reasons,  each  one  given  by  less  than  1  percent  of  these  homemakers,  could  not 
be  classified  under  the  general  categories  just  discussed  and  are  grouped 
under  "miscellaneous11  (table  3ii), 

Complaints  about  all-cotton  slip  covers , -Nearly  three- fourths  of  the 
women  who  used  slip  covers  and  who  said  they  preferred  them  made  of  cotton  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  this  fiber 0  Most  of  the  complaints  about  cotton  were 
against  its  laundering  and  cleaning  characteristics.  In  the  main,  these  women 
thought  that  cotton  slip  covers  were  not  colorfast,  showed  soil  too  easily, 
and  either  stretched  or  shrank  out  of  shape,  A  few  felt  that  cotton  slip 
covers  neither  appeared  nor  wore  well  (table  3$), 
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Table  3^. -Replies  to  the  question:  "What  do  70U  like  about  cotton  for  slip 

covers  as  compared  with  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Laundering  and  cleaning  properties 

Doesn't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned 

Doesn't  shrink,  stretch 

Can  be  washed  in  machine 

Colorfast 

Requires  no  special  care  in  washing 

Looks  like  new  after  washing ■ 

Will  take  repeated  washings 

Doesn't  have  to  be  washed  often 

Easy  to  starch 

Can  be  replaced  while  damp  without  ironing — 

Doesn't  require  special  care  in  ironing 

Dry-cleans  well 

Dirt,  stains  rinse  out  easily ■ 

Easy  to  handle  because  lightweight 


Durability  properties- 

Wears  well;  durable 

Doesn't  fray,  tear,  pull  out  at  edges,  seams 

Doesn't  rip,  split,  crack,  or  snag 

Stays  new  looking  for  a  long  time 


Appearance  characteristics 

Comes  in  many  pretty  colors 

Comes  in  pretty  patterns,  designs 

Can  be  fitted  well;  looks  neat,  well-tailored 

Doesn't  slip,  slidej  stays  in  place 

Doe8n*  t  wrinkle 

Looks  pretty,  attractive • 

Looks  cool,  crisp,  fresh 

Doesn't  stretch  out  of  shape  on  furniture — 


Price — inexpensive — 

Comfort  characteristics — feels  cool- 


Miscellaneous — — 

Not  ascertained 


Number  of  cases- 


Homemakers  who  used  slip  covers 
and  who  said  they  preferred 
slip  covers  made  of  cotton 


32 
25 
23 
22 

18 

17 
8 
7 
7 

3 
2 
2 

1 


20 

a 
k 
2 


9 

7 

6 
5 
h 
h 
3 
2 


Percent  1/ 


91 


30 


30 


15 
6 

3 

1 


7U7 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  column) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  gave  more  than  1 
reason  for  liking  cotton  slip  covers. 
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Table  35o-Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  cotton  for  slip 
covers  as  compared  with  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  slip  covers 
and  who  said  they  preferred 
slip  covers  made  of  cotton 


Percent 


y 


Laundering  and  cleaning  characteristics  -— 

Not  colorf  ast  ~ — — — — — — 

Doesn't  stay  clean  looking  very  long  — — 

Shrinks,  stretches — .— — — — — . 

Difficult  to  launder  —————— 

Must  be  ironed — — — — — « 

Miscellaneous  ——————— 


Appearance  characteristics  — — — —  - 
Doesn't  look  dressy,  fancy,  rich  ----- — - 

Wrinkles  badly  ——————————— 


5 
k 

3 
1 
1 


Durability  characteristics—doesn't  wear  well 
Price— too  expensive  - — — — — — — — — 

No  complaints  about  cotton  —————— - 


17 


3 

2 

72 


Number  of  cases 


7U7 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right 
column)  and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  had  more 
than  1  complaint  about  cotton  slip  covers. 
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Scatter  Rugs 

Rugs  included  in  this  section  were  defined  as  any  rugs  used  by  home- 
makers  that  were  less  than  room  size  and  were  regarded  as  scatter  or  throw 
rugs  by  the  respondent.  It  includes  those  used  in  living  rooms,  dining  rooms, 
halls  (except  runners),  and  bedrooms.  Bathroom  and  kitchen  rugs  were  excluded, 

Almost  two-thirds  of  the  respondents  questioned  said  they  used  some 
type  of  scatter  rug.   Larger  proportions  of  those  living  in  urban  areas, 
those  in  the  middle  and  upper  income  groups,  and  those  with  high  school  or 
college  training  said  they  used  scatter  rugs  than  did  women  from  lower  income 
families,  those  living  in  rural  areas,  and  those  who  had  grade-school  training 
only.  A  homemaker' s  age  is  apparently  unrelated  to  the  use  of  scatter  rugs 
(table  36). 


Table  36 .-Replies  to  the  question;  "Do  you  ever  use  scatter  rugs?" 


1/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  U7  respondents. 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  U$   respondents. 


Background 

Percentage  of  respond- 
ents who  answered: 

Total 

Number 

characteristics 

Yes 

No 

of  cases 

Percent 

6U 

68 
67 
56 

75 
66 

U9 

75 
70 
50 

Percent 
36 

32 
33 
& 

25 
3U 
51 

25 
30 

50 

Percent 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

Number 
2,223 

808 
691 
722i 

719 
730 
727 

333 

1,073 

772 

Size  of  community: 

Urban  metropolitan  — — 
Urban  nonmetropolitan  — 
Town  and  farm  — — — — • 

Family- income  level:  -' 

2/ 
Educational  level:  — 

Fiber  experience  in  scatter  rugs.-Homemakers  #10  said  they  used  scatter 
rugs  were  asked:  "Have  you  used  scatter  rugs  made  of  all  cotton,  all  wool,  a 
mixture,  or  of  anything  else?" 
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Slightly  more  than  8  in  10  replied  that  they  had  used  all-cotton  rugs, 
and  6  in  10  that  they  had  used  all-wool  rugs.  Fifteen  percent  said  they  had 
used  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton.  Larger  proportions  of  rural  women  than  of 
those  living  in  metropolitan  areas  appear  to  have  used  all  cotton  and  mixtures 
of  wool  and  cotton  (table  37 )o 

Table  37 .-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fibers  used  by  homemakers  in 

scatter  rugs 


Fibers  used 


Cotton  — — 

Wool 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  —  —  - 
Grass  fibers  —————— 

Cotton-rayon  mixtures 
Miscellaneous  — — — — — 

Not  ascertained  — — — 

Number  of  cases  — — — — 


Homemakers  who  reported  using  scatter  rugs 


Size  of  community 


United 
States 


1/ 
Percent  ~~ 

81 
61 
15 

3 

3 

1 


1,1|13 


Urban 
metro- 
politan 


Percent 

77 
62 
10 

3 

2 

1 


y 


5U6 


Urban 

nonmetro- 

politan 


Percent 

81 
61 
19 

h 

3 

5 


y 


U6U 


Town 

and 

farm 


Percent 

86 
57 
17 

1 
3 
5 


y 


U03 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 


Background  characteristics  related  to  fiber  experience  in  scatter  rugs.- 
Approximately  equal  proportions  of  homemakers  in  all  education  groups  had  used 
scatter  rugs  made  of  all  cotton,  but  a  significantly  larger  proportion  of  those 
with  college  training  than  of  those  at  either  the  high-school  or  grade-school 
level  said  they  had  used  wool.  Larger  proportions  of  women  in  the  grade- school 
group  tend  to  report  the  use  of  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton. 

More  than  6  in  10  respondents  over  30  years  old  said  they  had  used  all- 
wool  scatter  rugs  compared  with  slightly  more  than  h   in  10  among  the  younger 
respondents.  The  proportion  of  women  under  U0  who  reported  using  all  cotton 
is  slightly  larger  than  the  proportion  of  those  aged  U0  or  more  (table  38). 
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Family- income  level  was  apparently  not  related  to  experiences  of  re- 
spondents with  fibers  in  scatter  rugs. 


Table  38 •-Education  and  age  of  hoiriemakers  related  to  fibers  used  in  scatter 

rugs 


Background 
characteristics 


Homemakers  who  had  used  scatter  rugs 
made  of  — 


Cotton 


Wool 


Wool- cotton 
mixtures 


Number 

of 
cases 


2/ 
Educational  level:  -' 

High  school  — — — — 
Grade  school  —  — — — 


Percent  — 


79 
83 
77 


Percent 


71 

59 
58 


y 


Percent 


12 
13 
21 


y 


Age  groups  2/ 

Under  30  years  — — — 
30  -  39  years  — — — - 
U0  years  and  older 


88 
86 
78 


60 

66 


11 
13 
17 


Number 


251 
7JU8 

389 


263 
372 
773 


\j     Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 
2/    Education  was  not  ascertained  for  25  homemakers. 
3/  Age  was  not  ascertained  for  5  homemakers. 


Fiber  preferences  in  scatter  rugs. -Half  the  respondents  questioned  said 

they  preferred  all  cotton  for  scatter  rugs;  slightly  more  than  a  third  chose 
all  wool;  and  6  percent  named  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton.  Five  percent  of 
the  women  had  two  preferences:  Wool  for  the  living  room  and  cotton  for  the 
bedroom.  Size  of  community  in  which  the  respondent  lived  did  not  appear  to  be 
related  to  preference  (table  39). 

Age  related  to  fiber  preferences  in  scatter  rugs .-Age  alone  was  direct- 
ly related  to  the  preferences  of  homemakers  as  to  fibers  in  scatter  rugs.  A 
significantly  larger  proportion  of  women  under  h0  than  of  those  1+0  and  older 
said  they  preferred  cotton.  More  than  two-fifths  of  the  older  respondents 
chose  all  wool  as  compared  with  about  3  in  10  in  the  middle-aged  group  and 
one- fourth  of  those  under  30  (table  1;0). 
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Table  39. -Replies  to  the  question:  "Which  one  of  these  materials  would  you 
say  you  like  best  for  scatter  rugs  —  cotton,  wool,  a  mixture,  or  some- 
thing else?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  scatter  rugs 


Cotton  - — ————————. 

Wool 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  — — — — — ■ 
Wool  for  living  rooms;  cotton  for 

Miscellaneous  — 
No  preference  — — 

Total  


Number  of  cases  — — « 


Percent 

50 

35 

6 

5 
l 

3 


100 


1,U13 


Table  UO.-Age  related  to  fiber  preferences  in  scatter  rugs 


1/ 

Age  groups 

Homemakers  who  said  they 
preferred  scatter  rugs 
made  of  — 

No 
pref- 
erence 

Total 

Number 
of 

Cotton 

Wool 

Other 

cases 

Percent 

65 
61 

111 

Percent 

25 
29 
Ul 

Percent 

8 

9 

15 

Percent 

Percent 

100 

100 
100 

Number 

2 
1 

3 

263 
372 

773 

U0  years  and  older  — - 

1/    Age  was  not  ascertained  for  5  respondents. 


Proportion  of  respondents  who  were  using  their  preferred  fiber  at  time 
of  interviewo-More  than  9  in  10  respondents  who  named  a  preferred  fiber  for 
scatter  rugs  said  they  were  using  only  rugs  made  of  this  fiber,  or  that  they 
were  using  rugs  made  of  this  fiber  and  also  rugs  of  other  fibers  or  mixtures 
(table  Ul). 
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Table  lil ^-Proportion  of  respondents  actually  using  scatter  rugs  of  preferred 

fiber 


Reported  use  of 
preferred  fiber 

Homemakers  who  had  a  fiber 
preference  in  scatter  rugs 

Percent 

57 
3k 

7 
2 

Using  preferred  fiber  plus  other  fibers  — — ~ 

100 

1,381 

A  higher  proportion  of  those  "who  preferred  cotton  than  among  those  who 
preferred  wool  were  using  only  their  preferred  fiber.  In  this  latter  group 
most  of  those  who  were  not  using  all  wool  exclusively  were  actually  using  all 
cotton  instead  of  or  in  addition  to  all  wool  (table  U2). 


Table  li2  .-Relation  between  fiber  preferences  and  fibers  actually  used  in  scatter 

rugs 


Fibers  actually  used 


Homemakers  who  said  they  preferred 
scatter  rugs  made  of  — 


Cotton 


Wool 


Wool 

Other 

Had  no  scatter  rugs  when  interviewed 


Percent  — 

67 
26 

7 

2 


V 
Percent  — 

12 

51 
8 
2 


Number  of  cases 


713 


U99 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  were  using 
other  fibers  in  addition  to  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Reasons  given  for  using  scatter  rugs  made  from  fibers  other  than  those 
preferred. -The  main  reason  given  by  respondents  who  expressed  a  preference  for 
cotton  scatter  rugs  but  who  were  actually  using  rugs  made  of  other  fibers  in- 
stead of  or  in  addition  to  cotton  was  that  cotton  is  not  appropriate  for  liv- 
ing rooms  or  is  not  suitable  for  use  with  room-sized  wool  rugs.  Only  two 
other  reasons  were  named  for  using  other  fibers  in  addition  to  cotton  by  siz- 
able proportions  of  homemakers.  These  are:  The  respondent  was  still  using 
rugs  bought  some  time  ago,  and  rugs  of  other  fibers  had  been  received  as  gifts0 


Table  U3. -Relation  between  fiber  preferences  and  reasons  given  for  using 
scatter  rugs  made  of  other  than  preferred  fibers 


Reasons 


Homemakers  who  said  they 

preferred  scatter  rugs 

made  of  — 


Preferred  fiber  not  appropriate  for  use  in  liv- 
ing rooms,  or  for  use  with  room-sized  wool  rugs 
Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for  use  in  bedrooms 
Using  up  older  rugs  of  other  fibers  — — — — — 
Received  other  fibers  as  gifts  ——————— 

Liked  to  try  out  all  the  fibers — — - — — 

Rugs  of  other  fibers  looked  more  attractive  — 
Preferred  fiber  too  expensive  ————————— 

Rugs  of  other  fibers  were  on  sale  — — — — — 

Using  cheapest  fibers  available  while  living  in 
temporary  quarters  ————————— 

Preferred  fiber  not  washable  — — — — — 

Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for  year-round  use  - 
Miscellaneous  -----———————- 


Number  of  cases 


1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  gave  mo»e 
than  1  reason  for  using  other  fibers. 


More  than  a  fourth  of  the  homemakers  who  preferred  all  wool  but  who  were 
using  other  fibers  explained  that  they  could  not  afford  to  buy  all  of  their 
rugs  in  wool.  Smaller  proportions  of  the  women  said  that  wool  is  not  washable, 
is  not  considered  appropriate  for  bedrooms,  and  that  they  were  using  rugs  of 
other  fibers  which  they  had  bought  some  time  ago  or  had  received  as  gifts 
(table  i;3). 
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Reasons  given  for  fiber  preferences  in  scatter  rugs .-Regardless  of  the 
particular  fiber  a  homemaker  said  she  preferred  for  scatter  rugs,  the  reason 
most  frequently  given  for  her  choice  was  the  same:  Desirable  laundering  or 
cleaning  properties.  However,  about  9  in  10  among  those  who  selected  cotton 
for  their  preferred  fiber  gave  this  characteristic  as  a  reason  as  compared 
with  about  6  in  10  among  those  who  preferred  wool.  There  are  also  significant 
differences  among  the  specific  characteristics  mentioned  in  this  general  cate- 
gory between  these  two  groups  of  homemakers.  For  example,  among  those  who 
preferred  cotton  almost  half  said  it  was  because  cotton  scatter  rugs  can  be 
washed  in  a  machine;  about  a  third  said  that  cotton  rugs  don't  have  to  be  dry- 
cleaned;  and  more  than  1  in  10  mentioned  each  of  the  following  reasons:  Cot- 
ton rugs  don't  shrink  or  stretch  in  washing,  are  colorfast,  and  are  easy  to 
launder.  Except  for  colorfastness  no  one  of  these  reasons  was  given  for  pre- 
ferring scatter  rugs  made  of  wool  by  as  many  as  1  in  10.  With  respect  to  wool, 
however,  about  a  fourth  of  those  who  preferred  it  said  it  was  because  scatter 
rugs  made  of  wool  stay  clean  looking  longer.  Almost  2  in  10  said  they  like 
wool  because  it  can  be  cleaned  with  a  vacuum  cleaner,  and  about  1  in  10  said 
they  preferred  wool  because  it  can  be  brushed  or  swept  clean. 

There  are  other  significant  differences  among  the  reasons  given  by  home- 
makers  for  their  fiber  preferences  in  scatter  rugs  related  to  whether  or  not 
they  had  chosen  wool  or  cotton.  For  example,  almost  1  out  of  every  5  women 
who  preferred  cotton  said  cotton  is  inexpensive.  No  one  of  the  homemakers 
questioned  gave  this  as  a  reason  for  liking  wool.  On  the  other  hand,  almost 
twice  as  many  among  those  who  preferred  wool  than  among  those  who  selected 
cotton  said  it  was  because  they  like  the  way  wool  rugs  look.  Also  over  half 
of  those  who  said  they  liked  wool  referred  to  its  good  wearing  properties  as 
compared  with  about  1  in  10  among  those  who  preferred  cotton  for  scatter  rugs. 

Wool  was  liked  also  because  it  stays  in  place  on  the  floor  and  does  not 
wrinkle  up.  This  was  given  as  a  favorable  comment  by  less  than  1  in  10  of  the 
respondents  who  had  chosen  cotton  for  their  preferred  fiber,  but  appears 
rather  as  the  most  significant  single  item  among  the  complaints  made  about 
cotton  (table  UU)« 

Complaints  about  preferred  fibers. -Additional  complaints  about  cotton 
scatter  rugs  were  that  they  show  soil  more  quickly,  are  not  colorfast,  lint, 
and  do  not  look  rich  or  expensive. 

Major  complaints  made  about  wool  were  that  it  is  not  washable,  is  too 
expensive,  is  attacked  by  moths,  and  lint  and  fuzz  cling  to  it. 

More  than  half  of  those  who  preferred  cotton  and  about  k   in  10  of  those, 
who  chose  wool  had  no  complaints  about  these  fibers  (table  h$)» 


-  $9   - 

Table  hh* -Replies  to  the  question:  ""What  do  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 

scatter  rugs  as  compared  with  scatter  rugs  made  from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  scatter  rugs  and 
who  said  they  preferred  scatter  rugs 

made  of  — 


Cotton 


Wool 


Percent 


y 


Percent 


y 


Laundering  characteristics  — -— — — 
Can  be  washed  in  machine  — — — 
Don't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned  — — — 
Don't  shrink,  stretch  — — — 

Easy  to  launder  - — «— — » — — — 

Look  like  new  after  washing  — — — 
Will  take  repeated  washings  — 
Require  no  special  care  in  washing 
Can  shake  or  beat  dust  out  — — — 
Stay  clean  looking  longer  — — — — 

Dry  quickly  ———————— — - 

Keep  nap  after  washing  or  cleaning 
Easy  to  handle  because  lightweight 

Can  be  vacuum- cleaned  — — 

Can  be  brushed  or  swept  clean  — 

Dry-clean  well  — — — — — 

Can  be  shampooed  on  floor  — — 
Miscellaneous 


k6 
3U 

16 

1U 
13 
12 

6 

5 
h 
3 
3 
3 
3 
1 


Price — inexpensive — — 

Appearance  characteristics  — — 
Come  in  many  pretty  colors  — — - 
Look  pretty,  attractive  — — —  - 

Come  in  bright  colors — — — 

Appropriate  for  furnishings  — — 
Appropriate  in  any  room  — — — 

Look  dressy,  fancy,  rich  — — - 

Nap  stays  fluffed  up  — — 

Miscellaneous  — —————— 


8 
3 
3 
1 
1 


96 


19 

18 


6U 


1 

1 

5 

13 

1 

3 

1 

25 

l 
l 

16 

11 

7 

5 

2 


3 
8 
1 
5 
3 
11 
6 
h 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  I4I1  .-Replies  to  the  question:  "What  do  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 

scatter  rugs  as  compared  with  scatter  rugs  made  from  other  materials?" 

—  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  scatter  rugs  and 
who  said  they  preferred  scatter  rugs 
made  of  — 


Durability  properties 

Wear  well;  durable  — — — 
Have  more  body  — — — — - 
Don't  tear,  rip,  get  holes 
Stay  new  looking  longer  — 
Miscellaneous  — 


Comfort  characteristics 

Feel  soft  

Feel  warm  — — — — — 
Miscellaneous  — — — — 


Miscellaneous  — — — — - 
Stay  in  place  on  floor  - 
Come  with  nonskid  backs 
Not  eaten  by  moths  — — 
Can  be  dyed  — — — — 
Miscellaneous  — — — — 


Not  ascertained 


Number  of  cases 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right 
column)  and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more 
than  1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  U^ "-Replies  to  the  question:   "What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 
scatter  rugs  as  compared  with  scatter  rugs  made  from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  scatter  rugs  and 

who  said  they  preferred  scatter  rugs 

made  of  — 


Cotton 


Wool 


Percent 


i/ 


Percent 


y 


Laundering  characteristics  — — - 
Show, soil  more  quickly  — — — — 

Not  colorf  ast — — — - 

Shrink,  stretch  ——————— 

Won't  take  repeated  washings  — « 

Must  be  dry-cleaned  — — - 

Can't  be  washed  in  machine  — — - 
Catch  lint,  fuzz  — — . — — — 
Miscellaneous  — — — — — — 

Durability  properties— don't  wear 
well — — — . 


Appearance  characteristics  — — — — - 
Don't  look  dressy,  fancy,  rich  — 
Not  appropriate  for  living  rooms  - 
Miscellaneous  — — — — — 


Price — too  expensive 


Miscellaneous  characteristics 
Slip,  slide,  wrinkle  up  on  floor 
Make  lint  — — —————— 

Eaten  by  moths  — — — 

Unsuitable  for  year-round  use  — 
Miscellaneous — — — — — 


Not  ascertained  — 

No  complaints  about  preferred  fiber 

Number  of  cases 


k 

2 
2 


16 
k 


19 


21 


1 


713 


1 
2 

12 

5 
2 
2 


22 


2 

1 
6 
2 

1 


2 

3 


9 
11 


1 
59 


U99 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right 
column)  and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  had  more  than 
1  complaint  about  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Extent  of  information  regarding  room-sized  cotton  rugs .-Large,  room- 
sized  rugs  made  of  cotton  have  recently  appeared  on  the  market.  Because  of 
the  gay  colors  and  pastel  shades,  they  present  cleaning  problems.  The  de- 
velopment of  treatments  to  make  fibers  more  resistant  to  soiling  has  been  dis- 
cussed by  many  people.  A  good  soil-resistant  treatment  would  be  most  desir- 
able for  a  room-sized  cotton  rug  of  light  colors.  Prior  to  this  study  no 
available  data  existed  regarding  consumers'  attitudes  toward  the  soil  resist- 
ance of  cotton  used  in  extensive  floor  covering.  Complaints  about  this  were 
revealed  in  questioning  homemakers  regarding  scatter  rugs.  However,  cotton's 
fine  washing  qualities  tend  to  make  this  a  minor  problem  when  small  rugs  are 
used.  Such  rugs  can  be  washed  easily  by  machine.  For  a  room-sized  cotton 
rug  this  problem  is  greater.  It  affects  consumers1  acceptance  of  the  product. 

To  measure  homemakers'  opinions  in  this  area,  a  series  of  three  ques- 
tions were  asked.  The  first  was  designed  to  find  out  how  many  homemakers  had 
heard  about  room-sized  cotton  rugs.  Presumably  those  who  had  heard  about  them 
were  more  likely  to  have  formed  an  opinion  and  to  have  read  or  heard  about 
possible  treatments  for  soil  resistance.  Two  other  questions  were  included  to 
test  attitudes  toward  soil-resistance  treatments. 

Analysis  of  the  results  from  the  three  questions  reveals  that  only  a 
third  of  the  homemakers  who  were  interviewed  indicated  that  they  had  heard  of 
room-sized  cotton  rugs.  The  proportion  of  rural  respondents  who  said  they 
knew  about  these  rugs  was  about  a  fourth  as  compared  with  more  than  a  third  of 
the  women  living  in  urban  areas. 

Among  the  three  income  groups,  the  largest  proportion  who  reported  that 
they  had  heard  about  room-sized  cotton  rugs  occurs  among  those  with  family  in- 
comes in  the  upper  group.  This  proportion,  however,  is  less  than  half  of  all 
homemakers  at  the  upper- income  level.  Only  about  a  third  of  the  homemakers  in 
the  middle- income  group  said  they  had  heard  about  these  rugs,  and  among  women 
with  family  incomes  at  the  lower  level,  the  proportion  drops  still  lower  —  to 
about  one  in  five. 

Educational  level  is  also  related  to  whether  or  not  homemakers  have 
heard  about  room-sized  cotton  rugs.  One  out  of  every  two  women  with  college 
training  said  she  had  heard  about  these  new  rugs  as  compared  with  about  h   in 
10  of  those  in  the  high-school  group  and  2  in  10  of  the  respondents  with  only 
grade-school  training. 

About  k  in  10  of  those  questioned  who  were  less  than  1;0  years  old  re- 
ported they  had  heard  about  room-sized  cotton  rugs  as  compared  with  3  out  of 
every  10  older  women,  (table  l±6). 
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Table  U6, -Replies  to  the  question:  "Have  you  heard  about  the  new  room-sized 

all-cotton  rugs  they  are  making  now?" 


Background 
characteristics 


Percentage  of  re- 
spondents who 
answered: 


Yes 


No 


Not 
ascer- 
tained 


Total 


Number 
of  cases 


United  States 


Percent 


33 


Size  of  community: 
Urban  metropolitan  — 
Urban  nonmetropolitan 
Town  and  farm  — — — 

Family- income  level:  -' 

Middle « 

Lower  — — — — — — 


2/ 
Educational  level:  — 

College  — — — — — 

High  school  

Grade  school  — — — 


Age  group:  •» 

Under  30  years  — 

30  -  39  years  — 

liO  years  and  older  — 


36 
37 
26 


kk 
35 
21 


51 
37 
20 


38 
37 
30 


Percent 


65 


Percent 


Percent 


100 


62 
62 
72 


5U 
6U 
77 


U8 
62 
77 


61 
62 
68 


1 
1 

3 


1 
i 
2 


Number 


2,223 


100 

808 

100 

691 

100 

72U 

100 

719 

100 

730 

100 

727 

100 

333 

100 

1,073 

100 

772 

100 

U32 

100 

568 

100 

1,213 

1/    Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  hi   respondents, 
2/    Education  was  not  ascertained  for  kS   respondents, 
3/  Age  was  not  ascertained  for  10  respondents. 


Vfaether  or  not  a  respondent  said  she  had  heard  about  room-sized  cotton 
rugs,  she  was  asked  to  compare  such  a  rug  with  a  room-sized  wool  rug  with  re- 
spect to  how  quickly  each  shows  soil.  About  two- thirds  responded  that  the 
cotton  rug  would  show  soil  more  quickly  than  the  wool.  This  attitude  appeared 
to  be  unrelated  to  whether  or  not  a  homemaker  had  heard  anything  about  room- 
sized  cotton  rugs. 

The  question  with  the  addition  that  the  room-sized  cotton  rug  had  been 
treated  for  soil  resistance  was  then  repeated.  About  a  fourth  still  said  they 
thought  that  an  all-cotton  rug  treated  for  soil  resistance  would  show  dirt 
more  quickly  than  an  all-wool  rug  (table  U7), 
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Apparently  the  introduction  of  the  idea  of  a  soil  resistant  treatment 
caused  a  considerable  shift  in  attitudes,  despite  the  fact  that  none  of  these 
women  questioned  knew  anything  about  such  a  treatment.  Of  course,  it  will  be 
observed  in  table  hi   that  the  proportion  who  did  not  answer  the  question  al- 
most tripled.  However,  the  largest  change  occurred  in  the  category  "Both 
(would  show  soil)  about  the  same."  This  response  increased  from  15  to  36  per- 
cent. It  would  seem,  then,  that  the  development  of  soil  resistant  treatments 
for  cotton  might  be  highly  advantageous  in  a  product  such  as  rugs  where  the 
laundering  or  cleaning  properties  of  the  fiber  seem  to  be  a  major  considera- 
tion of  homemakers,  as  shown  in  table  Uk» 

Table  hi .-Respondents1  opinions  regarding  the  comparative  soil-resistant 
qualities  of  all-cotton  and  all-wool  room-sized  rugs,  with  all-cotton 
treated  for  soil  resistance  shown  separately 


Opinions  as  to  which  fiber  would 
show  soil  more  quickly 

Wool  compared  with 
untreated  cotton  1/ 

Wool  compared  with 
treated  cotton  2/ 

Wool — 

Percent 

67 

13 

15 

5 

Percent 

23 
27 
36 
12* 

Total 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  —————— 

2,223 

2,223 

1/  Question:  "If  you  had  two  room-sized  rugs,  both  of  the  same  type  and 
in  the  same  color  and  pattern,  one  made  of  all  wool  and  the  other  all  cotton, 
which  one  do  you  think  would  show  the  dirt  more  quickly  —  the  all  wool  or  the 
all  cotton?" 

2/  Question:  "Now,  if  you  had  the  same  two  room-sized  rugs,  both  of  the 
same  type  and  in  the  same  color  and  pattern,  one  made  of  all  wool  and  the 
other  all  cotton  that  had  been  treated  for  soil  resistance,  which  one  do  you 
think  woul'd  show  the  dirt  more  quickly  —  the  all  wool  or  the  treated  cotton?" 
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Ready-made  Bedspreads 

Data  in  this  section  are  confined  to  those  for  ready-made  bedspreads. 
Comforters,  afghans,  and  quilts,  although  regarded  by  some  respondents  as 
"spreads,"  were  eliminated. 

In  order  to  get  the  information  desired  regarding  fiber  experience  and 
preferences,  bedspreads  were  divided  into  chenille  and  woven  types.  The  che- 
nille type  was  described  as  one  with  tufts  or  lines  of  pile  on  ito  The  tufts 
or  pile  might  be  in  the  form  of  an  all-over  design  on  the  spread  or  concen- 
trated in  a  central  figure «  All  other  types  of  spreads  were  classified  as 
woven.  The  two  types  are  reported  separately  whenever  significant  differences 
in  respondents'  opinions  occurred. 

More  than  9  in  10  respondents  questioned  said  they  used  ready-made  bed- 
spreads o  Considering  variations  due  to  sampling  error,  this  proportion  may 
not  differ  significantly  from  the  proportion  of  users  reported  in  a  similar 
survey  made  in  19U6,  5/  or  it  may  indicate  a  slight  increase  in  use  of  these 
articles.  Recent  trade  reports  show  an  over- all  increase  in  use  of  household 
furnishings,  and  the  number  of  users  of  ready-made  bedspreads  has  probably 
increased  slightly. 

Comparison  between  the  proportion  of  homemakers  who  reported  using  ready- 
made  bedspreads  in  191*6  and  1950  follows: 

Nonusers  Users 

19U6:     lk%  Q6% 

1950:      1%  93% 

A  higher  proportion  of  women  in  the  middle  and  upper- income  groups  than 
of  those  in  the  lower  group  use  ready-made  bedspreads.  However,  education, 
age,  or  size  of  community  in  which  the  respondent  lived  were  not  related  to 
the  use  of  ready-made  bedspreads.  This  relationship  with  family- income  level 
was  also  found  in  the  earlier  study  (Fig.  6). 

Fiber  preferences  in  ready-made  bedspreads .-Almost  6  in  10  homemakers 
who  used  ready-made  bedspreads  said  they  preferred  cotton.  Small  numbers  of 
women  favored  rayon  and  various  mixtures,  but  almost  3  in  10  said  they  had  no 
preference  as  to  fiber. 

The  proportions  of  women  making  these  responses  differ  considerably 
from  those  in  the  19U6  survey,  which  also  included  ready-made  bedspreads  (table 
IiB). 


5/  United  States  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.  Women's  Preferences 
Among  Selected  Textile  Products.  U.  S.  Dept.  Agr.  Misc.  Pub.  6i|l,  12k  pp« 
December  19U7« 


234897  O  -  53  -  5 
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COMPARISON  BETWEEN  PROPORTION  OF  KOMEMAKERS  WHO  REPORTED  TKEY 

DID  NOT  USE  READY-MADE  BEDSPREADS,   19U6  AND  1950,   BY 

FAMILY- INCOME  LEVEL 


[20% 


-125S: 


10g 


19U6 


Income  Groups; 
§§si  Lower 


££]  Middle 
I     I  Upper 


% 


1950 


Figure  6 


Table  I48  .-Replies  to  the  question:  "In  buying  a  bedspread  would  you  rather  have 
one  made  of  cotton,  or  of  rayon,  or  a  mixture,  or  doesn't  it  make  any  differ- 
ence to  you?" 


Replies 

Percentage  of  homemakers  who  used  ready-made 
bedspreads 

19l|6 

1950 

Percent 

76 

11 

3 

h 

6 

Percent 

^9 
3 
h 

29 
5 

total 

100 

100 

1,305 

2,057 
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As  in  the  case  of  ready-made  window  curtains,  there  was  a  decrease  be- 
tween I9I46  and  1950  in  the  proportions  of  homemakers  favoring  both  cotton  and 
rayon  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  number  who  stated  they  had  no  strong 
fiber  preferences. 

However,  further  study  of  the  29  percent  (589  women)  who  said  they  had 
no  preferences  as  to  fibers  for  bedspreads  shows  that  more  than  half  used  only 
cotton  bedspreads  and  most  of  the  remainder  had  cotton  spreads  but  also  used 
spreads  made  of  other  fibers,  mostly  rayon  or  a  mixture  of  fibers  (table  k9) • 


Table  h9 o -Fiber  experience  of  respondents  who  claimed  that  fiber  content  of 

bedspreads  was  not  important  to  them 


Fibers  actually  used 


Percentage  of  respondents  who  said 
fiber  content  was  not  important 


Cotton  only 

Cotton  and  some  other  fiber  (usually  rayon) 

Only  fibers  other  than  cotton  — ~ — — - — - 


Total  


Number  of  cases 


Percent 
53 

3 


100 


589 


Income  and  education  related  to  fiber  preferences  in  bedspreads.- Sig- 
nificantly larger  proportions  of  women  in  the  middle  and  upper- income  groups 
and  those  with  high- school  or  college  training  than  of  those  from  the  lower- 
income  group  and  those  with  grade-school  education  selected  cotton  for  their 
preferred  fiber  in  bedspreads.  The  response  "it  does  not  make  any  differ- 
ence" was  made  by  higher  percentages  of  respondents  from  the  lower- income 
group  and  those  with  grade- school  training  than  by  either  those  who  are  better 
off  economically  or  the  better  educated  (table  50). 
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Table  $0 .-Income  and  education  of  homemakers  related  to  fiber  preferences  in 

bedspreads 


Background 
characteristics 


Homemakers  -who  reported  using 

ready-made  bedspreads  and  who 

said  — 


They  pre- 
ferred 
cotton 


They  pre- 
ferred 
other 
fibers  or 
mixtures 


Doesn't 
make 
any 

differ- 
ence 


Not 
ascer- 
tained 


Total 


Number 
of  cases 


Family- income  level:— 

Upper  — — — 

Middle 

Lower  — — — 


Percent 


62 
63 

S3 


Percent 


9 

5 

10 


Educational  level:  — 

College 

High  school 
Grade  school  - 


2/ 


65 
63 
53 


Percent 


2U 
28 
3U 


20 
26 
35 


Percent 


Percent 


h 
3 


7 
k 

3 


100 
100 
100 


100 
100 
100 


Number 


681 
692 
610. 


305 

1,018 

698 


~\J     Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  2i3  respondents. 
2/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  36  respondents. 


Reasons  cotton  bedspreads  are  preferred. -Nine  in  10  homemakers  who  ex- 
pressed a  preference  for  ready-made  bedspreads  made  of  cotton  liked  them  be- 
cause they  are  easily  laundered  or  cleaned.  Almost  h   in  10  said  cotton  wore 
well,  and  about  a  fourth  liked  its  appearance.  Someyrhat  more  than  1  in  10 
said  they  liked  cotton  because  it  is  inexpensive. 

The  good  laundering  qualities  of  cotton  were  referred  to  as  its  wash- 
ability,  ease  of  washing,  colorfastness,  durability,  and  retention  of  shape. 

The  main  point  made  in  connection  with  appearance  was  that  cotton  does- 
not  wrinkle  and  look  mussed  up  on  the  bed  (table  51) • 

Complaints  about  cotton  bedspreads .-Only  about  2  in  10  respondents  who 
preferred  ready-made  cotton  bedspreads  mentioned  an  objectionable  quality. 
Most  of  the  comments  referred  either  to  poor  appearance  or  to  bad  laundering 
properties.  No  single  complaint,  however,  was  made  by  as  many  as  1  in  10  and 
more  than  80  percent  of  the  users  had  no  fault  to  find  with  cotton  (table  52). 
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Table  5*1 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "Why  would  you  rather  have  that?'1 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  ready-made 

bedspreads  and  who  said  they 

preferred  cotton 


Laundering  and  cleaning  properties  — 

Doesn't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned  — — - — — 

Can  be  washed  in  machine  — — — 

Doesn't  shrink,  stretch  — — — — — — — 

Will  take  repeated  washings — — 

Looks  like  new  after  washing  — — — 

Colorfast 

Easy  to  launder  — — — — — — ~ • — « .— « 

Doesn't  have  to  be  ironed  - — 

Requires  no  special  care  in  washing  

Stays  clean  looking  longer — 

Dirt,  stains  rinse  out  easily  — — — -« 
Easy  to  launder  because  lightweight  — — — 

Requires  no  special  care  in  ironing  — — 
Can  be  washed  with  other  clothes  — — • 


Durability  properties  — — — — — — 

Yfears  well;  durable  — — — — — 

Doesn't  split,  crack,  tear  — — 

Doesn't  snag,  pull,  run  — — 

Stays  new  looking  longer  — — — — 
Seams,  edges  don't  fray,  ravel  — 


Appearance  characteristics  — —.—-.-— 
Doesn't  wrinkle;  lies  smoothly  on  bed 

Looks  pretty  — — — — - .- 

Comes  in  many  pretty  colors  — — — — 

Looks  fresh,  clean — — — — — 

Comes  in  many  pretty  designs — - — 

Looks  neat — 

Looks  dressy,  fancy,  rich  — — 

Appropriate  for  furnishings  

Looks  soft,  warm,  cozy  — 


Price — inexpensive 

Miscellaneous 

Not  ascertained  — - 


Number  of  cases  — 


Percent 


V 


26 
21 
17 
17 
17 
16 

lit 
12 

7 
2 
2 

2 
o 

2 

1 


26 

U 

2 
2 


10 
h 
k 
3 
2 
2 
2 
1 
1 


90 


39 


26 


1U 

2 


1,217 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than 
1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  52. -Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  cotton  bed- 
spreads as  compared  with  bedspreads  made  from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Appearance  characteristics  ——————— — 

Don't  look  dressy,  fancy,  rich  — — — . 
Don't  have  a  sheen,  gloss,  luster  — — — — 
Wrinkle,  get  mussed  up  on  bed  — — - — — ~ 
Don't  look  pretty  — — — — — — - — 


Laundering  and  cleaning  properties — 

Too  heavy  to  handle  when  wet  — — — — — 

Shrink,  stretch  ————————— 

Don't  stay  clean  looking  very  long  — — ■ 


Miscellaneous 


Not  ascertained  — — — — 
No  complaints  about  cotton 


Number  of  cases 


Homemakers  who  used  ready-made 
bedspreads  and  who  said  they 
preferred  cotton 


1 


k 

1 
1 
1 


1/ 
Percent  "* 


7 


3 

81 


1,217 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right 
column)  and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  had  more 
than  1  complaint  about  cotton  bedspreads. 


Chenille  versus  woven  bedspreads .-Homemakers  who  said  they  used  ready- 
made  bedspreads  were  asked  whether  they  had  the  chenille-type  or  woven  and 
which  they  preferred.  Slightly  more  than  half  answered  that  they  were  using 
chenille  bedspreads  only  at  the  time  of  interview/,  but  almost  two-thirds  said 
they  preferred  this  type.  About  two-fifths  said  they  used  woven  bedspreads 
and  approximately  the  same  proportion  said  they  preferred  the  woven  spreads. 
Fifteen  percent  of  the  respondents  said  they  liked  both  kinds  equally  well; 
or  they  said  they  preferred  each  type  for  separate  uses,  such  as:  Chenille  is 
more  appropriate  for  a  girl's  room,  but  woven  is  better  for  boys'  furnishing; 
chenille  is  best  for  winter  use  or  use  in  cold  climates,  but  woven  is  best 
for  warm  weather  and  warm  climates.  However,  almost  twice  as  many  —  28  per- 
cent —  were  actually  using  both  types  (table  53)  • 
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Table  53 .-Comparison  between  proportions  of  respondents  using  chenille  and 
woven  bedspreads  and  proportions  preferring  each  type 


Type  of  bedspread 

Homemakers  who  used  ready-made 
bedspreads 

Proportion  of 
users 

Proportion  who 
preferred 

Percent 

51 

21 
28 

Percent 

63 
22 

15 

Total 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  ———————— 

2,057 

2,057 

"When  the  type  of  spread  preferred  is  related  to  the  type  actually  in 
use  at  the  time  of  interview,  it  is  found  that  about  three-fourths  of  those 
who  said  they  preferred  chenille  were  using  only  chenille  bedspreads;  almost 
two-thirds  of  those  who  had  chosen  the  woven  kind  were  using  only  woven 
spreads,  and  about  the  same  proportion  who  said  they  liked  both  types  were 
using  both  types  (table  5U)« 


Table  5U»-Type  of  bedspread  preferred  related  to  spreads  in  use  at  time  of 

interview 


Type  of  spread  in  use 

Homemakers  who  used  ready-made 
bedspreads  and  said  they  preferred  — 

Chenille 

Woven 

Both 

Both  chenille  and  woven  — — — — 

Percent 

11 

6 

20 

Percent 

9 
63 
27 

1 

Percent 

16 
21 
63 

ToUl 

100 

100 

100 

1,287 

U62 

299 
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Approximately  the  same  proportions  of  women  from  urban  and  rural  commu- 
nities and  different  income  levels  said  they  preferred  chenille  spreads,  A 
larger  proportion  of  those  from  the  middle- income  group  favored  this  type.  In 
addition,  the  preference  for  woven  spreads  was  somewhat  higher  among  rural 
homemakers  than  in  urban  and  particularly  metropolitan  households.  These 
latter  were  more  inclined  than  the  rural  respondents  to  indicate  a  preference 
for  both  types  of  spreads. 

However,  among  those  who  favored  chenille  or  both  types  equally  well  if 
the  proportion  of  users  is  compared  with  the  proportion  preferring  each  type 
for  the  different  community-size  and  income  groups,  it  can  be  seen  that  a 
larger  proportion  of  women  in  metropolitan  centers  were  using  their  preferred 
type  than  of  rural  women.  The  proportion  actually  using  chenille  bedspreads 
was  closer  to  the  proportion  who  preferred  this  type  in  the  upper- income  group 
than  for  either  the  middle  or  lower-income  groups  (tables  55  and  56), 


Table  55  •-Comparison  between  type  of  spread  preferred  and  type  of  spread  in 
use,  shown  separately  for  communities  of  different  sizes 


Homemakers  who  used  ready-made  bedspreads 

Type  of  bedspread 

Urban 
metropolitan 

Urban  non- 
metropolitan 

Town 
and  farm 

Percent 
Preferring 

age 
Using 

Percent 
Preferring 

>age 
Using 

Percent* 
Preferring 

ige 
Using 

Percent 

63 
19 
17 

1 

Percent 

Percent 

62 

23 
15 

Percent 

Percent 

62 
26 
12 

Percent 

Both 

Not  ascertained 

56 
19 
2k 

1 

50 
20 
30 

26 
29 

Total  

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  — - 

750 

750 

659 

659 

61*8 

62+8 
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Table  56. -Comparison  between  type  of  spread  preferred  and  type  of  spread  in 
use,  shown  separately  for  different  income  levels 


Horaemakers  who  used  ready-made  bedspreads 

Type  of  bedspread 

Lower 
income  group 

Middle 
income  group 

Upper 
income  group 

Perceni 
Preferring 

;age 
Using 

Percentage 
Preferring  Using 

Percentage 
Preferring  Using 

Percent 

59 
28 
12 

1 

Percent 

Percent 

67 
18 
15 

Percent 

Percent 

61 
22 
17 

Percent 

Both 

Not  ascertained  — - 

30 
26 

17 

28 

52 
18 
30 

Total  — — — 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  hi — 

610- 

61jl 

692 

692 

681 

681 

1/     Income  data  were  not  ascertained  for  k3   respondents, 


Why  homemakers  preferred  chenille  bedspreads  .-Among  those  who  said  they 
ed  chenille  bedspreads,  7  in  10  did  so  because  of  good  laundering  or 

The  major  advantage  is  that  chenille  spreads  need  not  be 


preferr 

cleaning  properties. 

ironed. 


Appearance  characteristics  were  mentioned  favorably  by  more  than  half 
of  these  respondents,  and  about  1  in  10  cited  good  wearing  qualities  (table 
57). 

Why  homemakers  preferred  woven  bedspreads  .-Among  homemakers  who  se- 
lected woven  spreads  in  preference  to  chenille,  about  6  in  10  did  so  because 
of  their  good  laundering  characteristics.  The  main  reason  given  in  this 
connection  was  that  woven  spreads  are  easy  to  launder  because  they  are  light- 
weight. 

One-third  liked  them  because  of  their  good  appearance  and  slightly 
more  than  1  in  10  because  of  their  good  wearing  properties. 

Almost  2  in  10  said  they  preferred  woven  spreads  because  they  do  not 
lint  (table  57). 
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Table  57 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "Why  do  you  like  the  (preferred  type  bed- 
spread) better?" 


Homeraakers  "who  used  ready-made  bed- 
spreads and  -who  said  they  preferred  a 


Replies 


Chenille-type 
spread 


Laundering  and  cleaning  properties  — 
Doesn't  have  to  be  ironed  — — — — — 

Can  be  washed  in  machine  — —  - — -— 
Looks  like  new  after  washing  — — — 
Easy  to  launder  — — — — — — - — — 

Doesn't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned  

Stays  clean  looking  longer  — - 

Doesn't  shrink,  stretch  — — — 

Easy  to  launder  because  lightweight- 
Will  take  repeated  washings  — — — 
Dries  quickly  — — — — . 
Dirt,  stains  rinse  out  easily  - — • 
Doesn't  lint  in  washing  — — — 
Doesn't  catch  fuzz,  dust,  lint 

Requires  only  slight  ironing  

Miscellaneous 


Appearance  characteristics 
Looks  pretty 
Doesn't  wrinkle;  lies  smoothly  on 

Looks  dressy,  fancy,  rich — 

Looks  soft,  warm,  cozy — — — — 

Comes  in  many  pretty  designs  — — 
Comes  in  many  pretty  colors  — — 

Looks  fresh,  clean  —————— 

Appropriate  for  furnishings  — - 
Some  have  a  sheen,  gloss,  glimmer 


Durability  properties  

Wears  well;  durable  

Stays  new  looking  longer  -■ 
Doesn't  rip,  split,  crack  - 
Doesn't  snag,  pull,  run  — 


Percent 


y 


70 


55 


11 


Woven 
spread 


Percent 


y 


u 

9 
9 
7 
3 
6 
h 
3 
21 

h 
2 

1 
2 

2 

1 
1 


5 
3 

1 

5 
h 
7 
2 

1 
1 


10 
2 

1 
1 


62 


33 


1U 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  57  .-Replies  to  the  question:  ""Why  do  you  like  the  (preferred  type  of 

bedspread)  better?"  —  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  -who  used  ready-made  bed- 
spreads and  •who  said  they  preferred  - 


Chenille-type 
spread 


Woven 
spread 


Price— inexpensive 


Miscellaneous  ——————— 

Can  be  used  as  a  blanket  

It's  the  style  now  

Feels  soft,  warm  

Doesn't  lint  — 

Easy  to  handle  on  bed  because 

lightweight — — 

Cool  for  summer  —————— 

Don't  see  as  many  of  them 

Reversible  — — — — — — 

They  come  in  sets 

Miscellaneous  — - — — — — 


Not  ascertained 


Number  of  cases 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than 
1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  type  of  bedspread. 


Major  complaints  made  about  chenille  and  woven  bedspreads. -Respondents 
who  preferred  woven  spreads  were  asked  what  they  disliked  in  chenille  spreads, 
The  two  major  complaints  were  that  chenille  spreads  lint  and  are  too  heavy  to 
handle  when  wet.  These  characteristics  were  mentioned  also  by  those  who  pre- 
ferred them. 


Respondents  who  preferred  chenille  spreads  said  they  disliked  woven 
ones  because  they  must  be  ironed;  they  wrinkle  and  get  mussed  looking  on  the 
bed;  and  they  are  not  pretty  or  attractive.  However,  most  of  the  women  who 
expressed  a  preference  said  they  had  no  complaints  about  their  favored  type 
of  spread  (table  58). 
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Table  58. -Replies  to  the  questions t  "Is  there  anything  about  the  (preferred 

type)  that  you  don't  like?"  and  ""What  is  it  about  the  (nonpref erred 
type)  that  you  don't  like?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  ready-made  bedspreads 
and  -who  said  that  — 


Woven 
spread 
preferred 


Chenille-type 
spread  not 
preferred 


Chenille-type 

spread 

preferred 


Appearance  characteristics  — 
Wrinkles;  gets  mussed  up 

Doesn't  look  pretty  — — — 
Doesn't  look  dressy,  fancy, 

Doesn't  come  in  pretty 

patterns,  designs  — — — 
Not  much  choice  in  colors  — — 
Doesn't  look  soft,  fluffy  — 
Skimpyj  not  made  large  enough 
Too  fussy,  fancy  — 
Too  warm,  heavy  looking 
Miscellaneous  — — — — 

Laundering  and  cleaning 
properties  —————— 

Must  be  ironed  —————— 

Shrinks,  stretches  — — — 

Not  colorfast — - — - 

Doesn't  stay  clean  looking 

Must  be  dry-cleaned  — — — - 
Too  heavy  to  handle  when  wet 

Difficult  to  launder  

Doesn't  look  well  after 

washing  — — — — — 

Won't  take  repeated  washings 
Dirt,  stains  hard  to  wash  out 
Takes  a  long  time  to  dry 
Catches  fuzz,  dust  — — — — - 
Tufts  mat  and  flatten  after 

Lints  in  washing — — 

Miscellaneous  — — — — ~ - 


Percent  — 


12 
12 


22 

6 
k 

k 
3 
3 
2 

1 
1 
1 


U3 


ko 


Percent 


y 


i 

i 


i 

2 
2 

1 
1 


Percent 


2 
h 


h 

2 


h 
2 

1 


1 
1 
k 

6 

1 

23 

U 

2 
2 

2 
3 

6 

h 

1 


y 


20 


Percent 


y 


50 


l 
i 


li 


l 

2 

5 

1 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  58 .-Replies  to  the  questions;  "Is  there  anything  about  the  (preferred 

type)  that  you  don't  like?"  and  ""What  is  it  about  the  (nonpref erred 
type)  that  you  don't  like?"  —  (Continued) 


Horaeraakers  who  used  ready-made  bedspreads 
and  •who  said  — 


Replies 


Woven 
spread  not 
preferred 


Woven 
spread 
preferred 


Chenille- type 
spread  not 
preferred 


CheniHe-type 

spread 

preferred 


Durability  properties  — — — 

Snags,  pulls,  runs — — - 

Not  durable — --— — — 

Splits,  cracks,  tears  — 

Seams,  edges  ravel,  fray  — 
Tufts  pull  out  

Price—too  expensive 


Percent 


5 
3 
2 

1 


Miscellaneous  — — -— — — 

Too  heavy — — — - 

Sheds  lint  

Too  common;  everyone  has 

them — — 

Miscellaneous 


Not  ascertained 


No  complaints  about  preferred 


y 


10 


Percent 


y 


Percent 


y 


Percent 


1/ 


22 


1 
2 

1 
1 


1  - 


h 
28 

2 
1 


82 


5 
35 


1U 


13 


l 
15 


71 


Number  of  cases  --—------  — 


1,287 


U62 


U62 


1,287 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  column) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  had  more  than  1  com- 
plaint about  woven  and  chenille  bedspreads. 
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Homemakers1  Attitudes  Toward  Linting  in  Chenille- type  Bedspreads 

Analysis  of  responses  regarding  chenille-type  bedspreads  shows  that 
linting  is  the  principal  reason  given  for  disliking  this  type  of  spread.  As 
this  product  represents  an  almost  100-percent  cotton  market,  it  should  be  of 
interest  to  those  who  are  working  on  improvements  in  the  fiber.  As  shown  in 
table  5>9,  almost  3  in  10  women  who  preferred  woven  spreads  said  they  disliked 
the  chenille- type  spreads  because  they  shed  lint.  More  than  1  in  10  of  those 
who  liked  them  also  complained  about  the  linting* 

This  problem  seemed  to  warrant  a  few  questions  as  to  its  seriousness. 
Homemakers  who  said  they  had  used  chenille-type  spreads  were  asked  to  de- 
scribe their  own  experiences  with  linting  and  to  evaluate  the  problem  for 
themselves  by  answering  this  question:  "Then  would  you  say  that  the  linting 
problem  for  you  is  serious,  not  very  serious,  or  no  problem  at  all?" 

Table  $9   shows  that  almost  6  in  10  did  not  regard  linting  as  a  problem, 
and  about  1  in  10  regarded  the  problem  as  serious. 

Table  $9 .-Evaluation  of  the  linting  problem  by  homemakers  who  had  used  chenille- 
type  bedspreads 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  had  used  chenille- type 
bedspreads 


No  problem  at  all  ——————— 

Not  very  serious  — — — <- — 
Serious  — — — — — — — . 

Not  ascertained  —————— 


Percent 

59 

31 

9 

1 


Total  — — 


100 


Number  of  cases  — 


1,837 


There  is  a  direct  relationship  between  a  homemaker's  preference  for 
chenille-type  or  woven  spreads  and  her  attitude  toward  the  tendency  of  the 
chenille-type  to  lint.  Roughly  two- thirds  of  those  who  said  they  preferred  a 
chenille-type  said  that  linting  was  not  a  problem  for  them  as  compared  with 
about  a  third  of  those  who  preferred  woven  spreads  (table  60). 
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Table  60 .-Comparison  between  those  ■who  preferred  a  chenille- type  and  those  ■who 
preferred  woven  spreads  with  regard  to  attitudes  toward  linting 


Attitude  toward  linting 
problem 


Homemakers  who  preferred  — • 


Chenille- type 
spreads 


Woven 
spreads 


No  problem  at  all  * 

Not  very  serious  — 

Serious  ■-■ — — 

Not  ascertained  — — — — 

Total  


Percent 

65 

30 

5 


100 


Number  of  cases 


1,257 


Percent 

3U 

35 

29 

2 


100 


291 


Experience  with  fibers  in  ready-made  bedspreads .-Most  homemakers  who 
used  ready-made  bedspreads  had  used  all-cotton  spreads.  About  a  third  had 
used  all  rayon,  and  slightly  more  than  two-fifths  had  used  cotton-rayon  mix- 
tures. Among  the  miscellaneous  kinds  used  are  silk,  plastic,  and  mixtures 
of  cotton  and  silk. 


A  somewhat  larger  proportion  of  urban  than  of  rural  respondents  re- 
ported experience  with  all-rayon  spreads  and  higher  proportions  of  women  who 
lived  outside  the  metropolitan  centers  mentioned  the  use  of  cotton-rayon  mix- 
tures (table  61). 

Use  of  all-rayon  bedspreads  is  associated  with  family-income  level  and 
a  homemakerfs  age,  but  use  of  all-cotton  and  cotton-rayon  mixtures  is  appar- 
ently unrelated  to  these  or  any  other  characteristics  studied  (table  62). 
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Table  6l  .-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fibers  used  by  homemakers  in 

ready-made  bedspreads 


Homemakers  "who  reported  using  ready-made  bedspreads 

Fibers  used 

Size  of  community 

United 
States 

Urban 
metropolitan 

Urban  non- 
metropolitan 

Town 
and  farm 

Percent  -' 

98 

3h 

22 

6 

Percent  -* 

98 

37 

15 

7 

Percent  -» 

97 

35 

26 

6 

Percent  -/ 

98 

30 

26 

k 

Cotton-rayon  mixtures  — 

2,057 

750 

659 

6U8 

1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 


Table  62  .-Income  and  age  related  to  use  of  all-rayon  bedspreads 


Background 
characteristics 


Homemakers  who  had 

used  all-rayon 

bedspreads 


Number  of 
cases 


y 


Family- income  level: 
Upper  — — — - — — 
Middle  

2/ 
Age  groups:  -i 

U0  years  and  over 

30  -  39  years  — - 

Under  30  years  — 


Number 


681 
692 
61il 


1,105 
53U 
U08 


1/    Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  I4.3  respondents. 
2/    Age  was  not  ascertained  for  10  respondents. 
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Buying  Bedspreads  and  Draperies  in  Sets  Vs.  Separately 

Homemakers  who  ordinarily  used  ready-made  bedspreads  and  draperies 
were  asked  their  opinions  as  to  buying  bedspreads  and  draperies  in  sets.  Half 
answered  that  they  liked  to  buy  these  items  separately,  and  half  said  they 
preferred  to  buy  them  in  sets  (table  63). 


Table  63 -Replies  to  the  question:  "In  general,  do  you  like  to  buy  bedspreads 
and  draperies  in  sets,  or  do  you  like  to  buy  them  separately?" 


Replies 

Homemakers  who  used  ready-made 
bedspreads 

Likes  to  buy  separately  —- — — — — — ~ 

Percent 
50 

3 

Total 


Number  of  cases 


Reasons  given  for  pref erence.-The  main  reason  given  for  buying  sepa- 
rately was  that  the  homemaker  could  not  afford  to  buy  both  items  at  the  same 
time.  This  response  was  made  by  slightly  more  than  a  fourth  of  the  respond- 
ents who  said  they  preferred  to  buy  separately. 

Among  those  who  preferred  to  buy  in  sets,  the  major  reason  given  was 
that  sets  come  in  pretty  colors  or  designs,  and  look  attractive.  Almost  h 
in  10  of  those  who  like  to  buy  bedspreads  and  draperies  in  sets  said  they 
bought  them  for  this  reason  (tables  6ii,  65) . 


234897  0-53 
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Table  6l4..-Replies  to  the  questions  "Why  is  (it)  that  (you  like  to  buy  bed- 
spreads and  draperies  separately)?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  -who  said  they  pre- 
ferred to  buy  bedspreads  and 
draperies  separately 


CanH  afford  to  buy  both  items  at  same  time- 
One  shows  wear,  fades  before  other  -— — — 
Dislike  too  much  of  one  color  or  pattern  in 


room 


Use  only  chenille  spreads  — — — — 

Dislike  matching  color  schemes  — — — — — 

Like  to  be  able  to  interchange  draperies 
and  spreads  — — — — — — — — 


Bedspreads  and  draperies  require  different 
weights  and  textures  ——————— 


Draperies  in  sets  are  cut  too  skimpily 

Sets  don't  come  in  attractive  designs, 
colors  ————————— 


Just  habit ;  have  always  bought  separately  — 
Sets  make  a  room  look  crowded,  smaller 
Get  tired  of  sets  — --————. 


Sets  are  monotonous  unless  you  can  afford 
to  buy  more  than  one  at  a  time  — — — — 


Prefer  to  be  original,  individual,  differ- 
ent   — — — - 

Miscellaneous  — — — 
Not  ascertained  — — 


Total 


Number  of  cases 


Percent 

26 
15 

13 
7 

5 


h 

3 

3 
2 
2 
2 


1 

3 
8 


100 


866 
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Table  65.-Replies  to  the  question:     "Why  is  (it)  that  (you  like  to  buy  bed- 
spreads and  draperies  in  sets)?" 


Replies 


Horaeraakers  -who  said  they  pre- 
ferred to  buy  bedspreads  and 
draperies  in  sets 


They  are  attractive;  come  in  pretty  colors 

Sets  tie  a  room  together,  make  it  har- 
monious, attractive  ———————— 

It's  easier  to  buy  in  sets  if  you  want 
things  to  match — — — — — 

Sets  look  dressy,  fancy,  rich  — — — 

Don't  like  too  many  different  colors  in 
one  room  -————————-. 

Sets  are  cheaper  if  you  want  matching 
items — — — — — — — — — . 

Sets  make  a  room  look  as  though  some 

thought  had  been  given  to  it  — — - 

Not  ascertained  — — — — — — .. 


Number  of  cases  — — — — — -— — . 


Percent 

38 

1U 

13 
6 

1* 

h 

2 

2 

17 


100 


809 
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Winter  and  Summer  Blankets 

More  than  9  in  10  respondents  in  the  Nation  as  a  whole  said  they  used 
regular-type  blankets;  however,  15  percent  of  those  living  in  small  towns  and 
the  open  country  said  they  did  not  use  blankets.  Among  women  who  used  blan- 
kets, half  said  they  used  them  the  year  round,  and  half  only  in  winter  (table 
66). 

Table  66,-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  use  of  winter  and  summer 

blankets 


Percentage  of  homemakers 

Use  of  blankets 

Size  of  community 

United 
States 

Urban 
metropolitan 

Urban  non- 
metropolitan 

Town 
and  farm 

Use  blankets: 

Both  winter  and  summer 
Winter  only  — 

Do  not  use  any  blankets- 

Percent 

U6 
U6 

8 

Percent 

60 
35 

5 

Percent 

U2 

53 

5 

Percent 

3U 
51 

15 

Total  — 

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  — — — - 

2,223 

808 

691 

72U 

Income  and  educational  levels  of  respondents  are  related  to  use  of 
blankets,  particularly  year-round  as  compared  with  winter  use.  Nonusers  from 
the  lower-income  group  said  they  used  sheets,  bedspreads  and  quilts  — 
usually  home-made  —  instead  of  blankets.  Nonusers  of  blankets  in  the  middle 
and  upper- income  groups  said  they  owned  electric  blankets,  which  were  not 
covered  in  this  study,  as  well  as  quilts  and  odd  covers  —  such  as,  fur  and 
skin  robes,  serapes,  and  special  hand-woven  covers. 

A  larger  proportion  of  homemakers  with  high- school  training  or  better 
said  they  used  blankets,  and  larger  proportions  of  these  women  reported  year- 
round  use  than  did  those  with  grade- school  training  only  (table  67). 
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Table  67 .-Income  and  education  of  homemakers  related  to  use  of  blankets 


Background 

Percentage  of  homemakers  "who  reported 
using  blankets  — 

Total 

Number 

characteristics 

Both  winter 
and  summer 

Winter 
only 

At  no 
time 

of  cases 

Percent 

37 
U6 
55 

39 
hi 
58 

Percent 

50 
hi 
Uo 

U9 

hi 
35 

Percent 

13 
7 

5 

12 

6 
7 

Percent 

Number 

Family- income  level := 
Middle  

2/ 

Educational  level:  -I 

High  school  — — 

100 
100 
100 

100 
100 
100 

727 
730 
719 

772 

1,073 
333 

1/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  1*7  respondents. 
2/    Education  was  not  ascertained  for  h5   respondents. 


Fiber  experience .-Large  proportions  of  homemakers  reported  first-hand 
experience  with  all-wool  and  all-cotton  blankets.  Respondents  who  lived  in 
small  towns  and  the  open  country  were  more  likely  to  report  the  use  of  all- 
cotton  or  wool-cotton  mixtures,  while  a  higher  proportion  of  those  from  the 
large  metropolitan  centers  indicated  the  use  of  all  wool.  Relatively  small 
proportions  said  they  used  wool-rayon  mixtures  (table  68). 


Table  68  .-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fiber  experience  in  regular- 
type  blankets 


Homemakers  who  reported  using  blankets 

Fibers  used 

United 
States 

Urban 
metropolitan 

Urban  non- 
metropolitan 

Town 
and  farm 

Wool 

Wool- cotton  mixture  — — 

yTool-rayon-  cotton  mixture 
Cotton-rayon  mixture 

Percent  =/ 

80 

67 

53 

6 

3 
2 

Percent  i/ 

87 

56 

hh 

5 

2 
2 

Percent  i/ 

82 
71 
$9 

1 

3 

2 

Percent  i/ 

70 

76 

59 

6 

3 
2 

2,0^0 

767 

6514 

619 

1/  Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  named  more 
than  1  fiber  or  mixture  with  which  they  had  had  experience. 
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Background  characteristics  related  to  fiber  experience  in  blankets. - 
Family- income  level,  education  and  age  of  the  homemaker  are  related  to  use  of 
cotton  blankets  and  those  made  from  wool-cotton  mixtures.  A  larger  proportion 
of  women  in  the  lower- income  group  reported  the  use  of  cotton  blankets  than 
did  those  at  either  the  middle  or  upper- income  levels. 

If  the  homemakers  who  reported  the  use  of  cotton  blankets  are  compared 
with  respect  to  education,  the  largest  proportion  of  users  occurs  among  those 
with  grade-school  training  and  the  smallest  proportion  among  the  college  women. 

The  homemakers  interviewed  were  divided  into  three  age  groups:  Under 
30  years,  30  -  39  years,  and  k0  years  and  older.  When  these  three  groups 
were  compared  with  respect  to  the  use  of  cotton  blankets,  the  highest  pro- 
portion of  users  were  found  to  be  in  the  group  lj.0  years  or  older  and  the  low- 
est proportion  among  those  under  30  years. 

The  pattern  of  users  for  wool-cotton  mixtures  is  very  similar  to  that 
just  described  for  cotton.  In  the  case  of  wool,  however,  the  pattern  is  re- 
versed with  respect  to  income  and  education.  The  groups  showing  the  largest 
proportions  of  users  were  those  at  the  upper- income  level  and  the  college 
trained.  Approximately  equal  proportions  of  women  in  all  three  age  groups 
reported  the  use  of  all-wool  blankets  (table  69) • 

Table  69.-Income,  education,  and  age  of  homemakers  related  to  fibers  used  in 

blankets 


1/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  Uk   respondents. 
2/    Education  was  not  ascertained  for  UO  respondents. 
3/  Age  was  not  ascertained  for  10  respondents. 


Background 
characteristics 

Percentage  of  homemakers  who  had  used  blankets 
made  of  — 

Number 

of 
cases 

Cotton 

Wool 

Wool- cotton 
mixture 

Miscellane- 
ous fibers 
and  mixtures 

1/ 

Family- income  level: 

Middle 

2/ 
Educational  level:  mJ 

Grade  school  — — — 

High  school  — — — 

College  —————— 

Age  groups:  -' 

k0   years  and  older  — 

Percent 

Ik 

65 
61 

71* 

66 

66 
71 

Percent 

68 
80 
91 

69 
83 
9k 

81 
80 
80 

Percent 

57 
% 
kl 

59 
52 
U6 

hk 
52 
57 

Percent 

8 
12 
13 

6 
13 
15 

15 
13 
1U 

Number 

635 
681 
680 

679 

1,011 

310 

U07 

51)4 

1,109 

-87- 

Fiber  preferences  in  winter  blankets. -Two- thirds  of  the  homemakers  who 
reported  they  used  winter  blankets  said  they  preferred  them  to  be  made  of  all 
wool.  About  1  in  it  stated  a  preference  for  mixtures  of  wool  with  cotton,  and 
about  1  in  10  chose  all  cotton.  Four  percent  of  the  respondents  named  a  mis- 
cellaneous mixture  such  as:  Rayon  and  wool,  rayon-cotton-wool,  or  wool  with 
nylon.  One  percent  had  no  preference  (table  70). 

Table  70.-Replies  to  the  question:  "Which  one  of  these  materials  would  you 
say  you  like  best  for  blankets  for  winter  use  —  all-wool,  all-cotton,  a 
mixture  (what?),  or  something  else  (what?)?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  winter  blankets 


Wool 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  — 

Miscellaneous  mixtures 
No  preference  — — — 


Total 


Number  of  cases  — 


Percent 

63 

2k 

9 

3 

1 


100 


2,032 


Fiber  preferences  in  summer  blankets. -More  than  half  the  respondents 
who  said  they  use  blankets  in  the  summertime  reported  a  preference  for  blan- 
kets made  of  all  cotton.  One-fourth  of  those  questioned  stated  a  preference 
for  all  wool,  and  17  percent  chose  mixtures  of  cotton  and  wool.  A  miscella- 
neous group  of  mixtures  were  mentioned  by  5  percent,  and  1  percent  said  they 
had  no  preference  (table  71 )• 


Table  71»-Replies  to  the  question:  "Which  one  of  these  materials  would  you 
say  you  like  best  for  blankets  for  summer  use  —  all-wool,  all-cotton,  a 
mixture  (what?),  or  something  else  (what?)?"  . 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  summer  blankets 


Cotton 
Wool 

Wool-cotton  mixtures- 
Miscellaneous  mixtures 
No  preference  — — — — 

Total  — 


Percent 

53 
25 
17 

k 

1 


100 


Number  of  cases — — 


1,020 
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Size  of  community  related  to  preferences  for  fibers  in  winter  and 
summer  blankets .-Fiber  preferences  of  homemakers  from  different  types  of 
communities  vary  significantly*  Almost  8  in  10  homemakers  interviewed  in  the 
large  metropolitan  centers  said  they  preferred  all  wool  for  their  winter  blan- 
kets and  about  3  in  10  chose  this  fiber  for  summer  use  as  well.  Among  rural 
respondents  less  than  half  chose  all  wool  for  winter  blankets  and  about  1  in 
5  selected  it  for  summer  use.  The  proportion  who  selected  cotton  for  winter 
blankets  is  four  times  as  large  among  rural  women  as  it  is  for  those  living 
in  metropolitan  centers.  However,  cotton  was  preferred  for  summer  blankets 
by  the  majority  of  respondents  in  all  three  community  groups.  The  proportion 
of  homemakers  residing  in  rural  areas  who  chose  wool-cotton  mixtures  for 
winter  blankets  is  twice  as  large  as  the  proportion  of  women  in  metropolitan 
centers  who  named  this  preference  (table  72), 

Table  72  ,-Relation  between  size  of  community  and  fiber  preferences  in  winter 

and  summer  blankets 


Homemakers  who  used  winter  blankets 

Fibers  preferred  for  — 

United 
States 

Urban 
metropolitan 

Urban  non- 
metropolitan 

Town 
and  farm 

Winter  blankets: 

Percent 

63 
2U 

9 
3 

1 

(1) 

Percent 

77 
17 

h 

2 
(1) 
(1) 

Percent 

63 
25 

9 

3 
(1) 

Percent 

li7 
3U 

16 

3 
(1) 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  — 

Miscellaneous  mixtures- 
No  preference  — — — 
Not  ascertained  —~ — 

Total  

100 

100 

100 

100 

Number  of  cases  — — — - 

2,032 

762 

6^2 

618 

Homemakers  who  used  summer  blankets 

Summer  blankets: 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  — 
Miscellaneous  mixtures- 
No  preference  — — — — 
Not  ascertained  — — — 

S3 
25 
17 

3 

1 
1 

51 

31 

15 

2 

1 

(1) 

53 

2U 

20 

3 

(1) 

(1) 

58 
19 
18 

3 
(1) 

2 

Total  

100 

100 

100 

100 

1,020 

U82 

291 

2ii7 

1/    Less  than  1  percent, 
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Family- income  level  related  to  fiber  preferences  in  winter  and  summer 
blankets, -Larger  proportions  of  homemakers  from  the  upper- income  group  said 
they  preferred  all-wool  blankets  for  both  -winter  and  summer  use  than  did  those 
from  the  middle  and  lower- income  groups.  Women  in  the  lower- income  group  were 
more  likely  to  favor  cotton  and  wool-cotton  mixtures  than  were  those  at  the 
middle  and  upper- income  levels  (table  73) • 


Table  73 .-Relation  between  family  income  and  fiber  preferences  in  winter  and 

summer  blankets 


Homemakers  who  used  winter  blankets 

Fibers  preferred  for  — 

Income  groups 

Lower 
group 

Middle 
group 

Upper 
group 

Winter  blankets: 

Percent 

k9 

31 

17 

2 

1 
(1) 

Percent 

62 

26 

9 

3 

(1) 

Percent 

75 
17 

h 

3 

1 

No  preference  — ~ — 

Total  

100 

100 

100 

2/ 
Number  of  cases  -> 

63li 

678 

676 

Homemakers  who  used  summer  blankets 

Summer  blankets: 

Wool-cotton  mixtures  

Miscellaneous  mixtures  — — 

No  preference  —————— 

Not  ascertained  —- — — — — 

59 
20 

19 

1 

(1) 

1 

58 

18 

20 

3 

1 

ill; 

15 

35 

5 

1 

(1) 

100 

100 

100 

271 

335 

390 

1/  Less  than  1  percent. 

2/  Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  hh  respondents, 

3/    Family  income  was  not  ascertained  for  2i|  respondents, 
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Education  related  to  fiber  preferences  in  winter  and  summer  blankets .- 
About  8  in  10  homemakers  who  had  had  college  training  chose  all-wool  blankets 
for  winter  use  as  compared  with  close  to  7  in  10  from  the  high- school  group 
and  5  in  10  among  those  with  grade- school  training.  Wool-cotton  mixtures  and 
all  cotton  were  selected  by  larger  proportions  of  women  who  had  attended 
grade  school  only  than  by  those  with  either  high- school  or  college  training. 

Wool  was  chosen  for  summer  blankets  by  the  largest  proportion  of  col- 
lege-trained homemakers j  cotton  ranked  second,  and  wool-cotton  mixtures  were 
third.  Cotton  blankets  were  preferred  by  a  majority  of  women  in  the  high-  and 
grade-school  groups.  Wool  placed  second  and  wool-cotton  mixtures  third  among 
homemakers  with  high-school  training.  However,  among  respondents  with  grade- 
school  training  this  pattern  was  reversed  —  wool-cotton  mixtures  ranked 
second  in  choice  and  all-wool  third  (table  7k) • 


Table  7U.-Relation  between  education  and  fiber  preferences  in  winter  and 

summer  blankets 


Fibers  preferred  for  — 


Homemakers  who  used  winter  blankets 


Grade 
school 


High 
school 


College 


Winter  blankets: 

Wool 

Wool- cotton  mixtures- 
Cotton  — — — — — 
Miscellaneous  mixtures 

No  preference — 

Not  ascertained  — 


Total 


Number  of  cases 


*/„_ 


Summer  blankets: 

Cotton  — — — — — — — — — — — 

Wool- cotton  mixtures— — — — — 

Miscellaneous  mixtures  — — 
No  preference  —————— 

Not  ascertained  — —— — — 


Total 


Number  of  cases 


y. 


Percent 


SO 
3k 
15 

1 

(1) 
(1) 


Percent 

67 
22 

8 

3 
(1) 


Percent 


81 

13 
2 

3 

1 


100 


100 


100 


677 


1,009 


306 


Homemakers  who  used  summer  blankets 


65 
20 

13 
2 

(1) 
(1) 


100 


30li 


Sk 

16 

26 

k 

(1) 

(1) 


100 


508 


]7  Less  than  1  percent. 

2/    Education  was  not  ascertained  for  U0  respondents. 

3/  Education  was  not  ascertained  for  15  respondents. 


30 

18 

hk 

5 

2 

1 


100 


193 
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Most  of  the  homemakers  reported  that  they  used  their  fiber  preferences 
in  winter  and  summer  blankets .-More  than  9  in  lb  said  they  were  using  only 
their  preferred  fibers  or  their  preferred  fibers  in  addition  to  other  fibers. 
A  larger  percentage  of  women  reported  using  only  preferred  fibers  for  summer 
blankets  than  for  winter  blankets  (table  75 )• 


Table  75>.-Replies  to  the  question:  "Are  all  the  blankets  you  now  have  for 
winter  use  (summer  use)  made  of  (preferred  fiber)?" 


Homemakers  who  r 

•eported  a  fiber 

Replies 

preference 

s  in 

— 

Winter 

Summer 

blankets 

blankets 

Percent 

Percent 

62 

83 

Yes,  using  preferred  fiber  plus  other 

3k 

k 

(1) 

11 

$ 

1 

Not  ascertained  ———————— 

100 

100 

2,022 

1,011* 

1/  Less  than  1  percent. 


Why  other  fibers  were  used  in  addition  to  or  in  place  of  preferred 
fibers. -The  number  of  women  who  reported  the  use  of  fibers  other  than  those 
preferred  for  summer  blankets  is  too  small  to  show  reasons  for  the  use  of 
other  fibers  by  fiber  preference.  Therefore,  table  76  shows  the  relationship 
between  the  reasons  given  for  not  using  all  wool  and  wool-cotton  mixtures  ex- 
clusively among  those  who  specified  these  preferences  in  the  case  of  winter 
blankets  only, 

As  may  be  seen  in  the  table,  the  main  reason  given  for  using  other 
fibers  in  place  of  or  in  addition  to  all  wool  has  to  do  with  the  cost  of  all- 
wool  blankets.  Among  those  who  had  chosen  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton,  the 
proportion  who  mentioned  this  reason  was  less  than  1  in  10.  Among  respondents 
who  said  they  preferred  the  mixture,  the  larger  proportion  said  they  had  re- 
ceived blankets  of  other  fibers  as  gifts.  This  reason  was  cited  by  2  in  10 
among  those  who  specified  a  preference  for  all  wool.  Using  up  older  blankets 
and  seasonal  limitations  of  preferred  fibers  are  the  next  two  reasons  in 
order  of  frequency  and  were  mentioned  about  equally  often  by  both  groups  of 
women  (table  76). 
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Table  76 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "How  does  it  happen  that  you  are  not  using 
(preferred  fiber)  for  all  your  -winter  blankets?n 


Replies 


Homemakers  -who  said  they 
preferred  winter  blankets 
made  of  ~ 


Wool- cotton 
mixtures 


Preferred  fiber  too  expensive  —————— 

Received  other  fibers  as  gifts  — — — 
Using  up  older  blankets  of  other  fibers 
Preferred  fiber  not  suitable  for  year-round  use 
Can't  use  preferred  fiber  next  to  body  because 

Preferred  fiber  too  hard  to  launder  -— — — 
Blankets  of  other  fibers  looked  more  attractive 
Other  fibers  preferred  by  different  family 

Blankets  of  other  fibers  were  on  sale 

Use  blankets  of  other  fibers  in  guest-room 

Miscellaneous  —----■-■  ■  — .— ~— -—■ 

Not  ascertained  ———-----■"--—--—— 


Number  of  cases 


1/     Percentages  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  homemakers  gave  more 
than  1  reason  for  using  other  fibers. 


Reasons  given  for  fiber  preferences  in  winter  blankets .-A  review  of  the 
broad  classifications  into  which  reasons  for  fiber  preferences  in  winter  blan- 
kets fall  shows  that  comfort  and  health  are  most  often  mentioned.  Laundering 
properties  rank  second  in  importance*  Almost  all  homemakers  who  preferred 
wool  blankets  chose  this  fiber  for  its  warmthj  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton 
were  said  to  be  warm  and  not  to  scratch,  a  characteristic  disadvantage  of  wool. 
Cotton  was  also  said  to  be  warm,  or  warm  enough,  to  feel  soft  and  to  lack  the 
scratchiness  of  wool. 


About  two-thirds  of  the  homemakers  who  preferred  cotton  referred  to  its 
good  laundering  properties;  and  more  than  half  of  those  who  liked  the  wool- 
cotton  mixtures  also  said  they  were  easily  laundered. 
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Inexpensiveness  of  cotton  and  -wool-cotton  mixtures  was  cited  by  more 
than  1  in  10  homemakers;  and  roughly  the  same  proportions  referred  to  the 
better  wearing  qualities  of  wool  and  wool-cotton  mixtures. 

For  the  more  specific  reasons  given  under  the  major  classifications, 
see  table  77  • 

Complaints  about  preferred  fibers  in  winter  blankets .-About  half  the 
homemakers  who  preferred  wool  said  it  has  undesirable  characteristics •  Chief 
among  those  mentioned  were  poor  laundering  qualities,  and  a  tendency  to  scratch 
and  irritate  the  skin. 

Among  homemakers  who  selected  mixtures  of  wool  and  cotton  for  winter 
blankets  only  about  1  in  k  had  complaints,  no  one  of  which  was  mentioned  by  as 
many  as  1  in  10.  The  two  referred  to  by  the  largest  proportions  of  women  — 
5  percent  —  were  that  the  mixture  is  not  warm  enough,  and  that  it  lints. 

Slightly  less  than  3  in  10  homemakers  who  preferred  cotton  named  some 
undesirable  characteristic  of  this  fiber.  The  two  major  complaints  —  lack 
of  warmth  and  linting  —  are  the  same  as  those  made  for  the  mixtures. 

For  the  more  detailed  complaints  about  preferred  fibers,  see  table  78. 

Reasons  given  for  preferences  as  to  fibers  in  summer  blankets .-As  in 
the  case  of  winter  blankets,  comfort,  health,  and  laundering  properties  of  the 
fibers  axe  discussed  most  often  by  homemakers  as  reasons  for  fiber  preferences. 

Those  who  chose  cotton  blankets  for  summer  use  mentioned  most  often  that 
they  are  not  too  warm,  are  lightweight,  and  washable. 

Wool  was  preferred  because  it  is  warm,  lightweight,  and  can  be  used  the 
year  round. 

Apparently  two  groups  of  homemakers  chose  wool-cotton  mixtures.  One 
preferred  the  mixtures  because  it  is  not  too  warm  (as  wool  would  be  for  this 
group),  and  the  other  presumably  because  it  is  warmer  than  cotton.  Good 
laundering  properties  were  mentioned  for  the  mixtures,  and  also  their  useful- 
ness as  year-round  blankets. 

The  detailed  reasons  given  under  each  of  the  major  classifications  are 
shown  in  table  79 • 

Complaints  against  preferred  fibers  in  summer  blankets .-About  a  third  of 
the  homemakers  who  said  they  preferred  all-wool  summer  blankets  also  expressed 
dissatisfaction  with  this  fiber.  Complaints  made  are  the  same  as  those  made  by 
respondents  with  respect  to  all-wool  blankets  for  winter  use. 

Roughly  2  in  10  among  respondents  who  said  they  preferred  either  cotton 
or  a  mixture  of  wool  and  cotton  also  had  complaints  about  their  choices.  The 
complaint  against  cotton,  mentioned  by  the  largest  proportion,  though  less  than 
1  in  10,  is  that  it  lints.  About  the  same  proportion  among  those  who  liked  the 
mixture  best  mentioned  laundering  problems.  The  specific  complaints  about 
fibers  used  in  summer  blankets  are  given  in  table  80. 
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Table  77 .-Replies  to  the  question:  ""What  is  it  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)  -winter  blankets  as  compared  with  winter  blankets  made 
from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  winter  blankets  and 
who  said  they  preferred  winter  blankets 
made  of  — 


Wool- cotton 
mixtures 


V 


Cotton 


V 


Comfort  and  health  properties  — 

Lightweight  — — — — — 
Soft,  fluffy 

Stay  in  place  on  bed  — — — - 
Don't  scratch,  irritate  skin  - 
Not  too  warm  — — — — — 

Right  weight  —————— 

Sanitary— don't  hold  germs  — 


Laundering  properties  — — — 
Don't  shrink,  stretch  — — 

Wash  up  soft,  fluffy  

Stay  clean  longer  — — — 
Can  be  washed  in  machine  — — — 
Look  like  new  after  washing  — 

Dry-clean  well 

Don't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned  — 

Easy  to  launder  — — 

Colorfast  - — — — — — — — — 

Will  take  repeated  washings 
Require  no  special  care  in 

Easy  to  handle  in  washing 

because  lightweight  — — — 

Dirt,  stains  rinse  out  easily  ~ 
Miscellaneous  —————— 

Durability  properties  — — — — - 
Wear  wellj  durable  — — — 

Nap  doesn't  wear  off  — — — 

Don't  tear  or  develop  holes 
easily  — — — — — — ■ — - 

Stay  new  looking  for  a  long  time 
Miscellaneous  —————— 


Percent 


Percent 


96 

U3 

7 

2 

1 


5 

h 

3 
3 

3 
2 

o 
c 

2 

1 


11 
1 

1 
1 
1 


98 


26 


Percent 


11* 


80 


~— _. 

81 

■M««Mmw 

kl 

20 

10 

10 

h 

11 

l 

1 

l 

1 

k3 

60 

12 

12 

h 

1 

— 

3 

— «.-- . 

tt 

32 

19 

5 

6 

6 

12 

3 

k 

7 

20 

7 

10 

2 

1 

2 

3 

7 

10 

k 

7 

2 

7 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Ik 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

-   65 


(Continued  on  next  page) 
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Table  77 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "ifi/hat  is  it  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)  winter  blankets  as  compared  with  winter  blankets  made 
from  other  materials?"  —  (Continued) 


Replies 


Appearance  characteristics 

Come  in  many  pretty  colors  — J  3 

Look  pretty 1 

Look  soft,  fluffy 1 

Miscellaneous — «. —  2 

Price — inexpensive — — — — 

Miscellaneous  characteristics  ■ 
Don't  lint  

Not  eaten  by  moths  — — — — 
Can  be  used  year  round  — — — • 
Miscellaneous  ——————— 

Not  ascertained  — — —— I— — 


Number  of  cases 


Homemakers  who  used  winter  blankets  and 
who  said  they  preferred  winter  blankets 
made  of  — 


Percent  ^ 


6   - 


1,282 


V/ool-  cotton 
mixtures 


Cotton 


Percent 


y 


1 
1 


3 
2 

1 
1 


16 
7 


h9h 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than 
1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  78. -Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 
winter  blankets  as  compared  with  winter  blankets  made  from  other 
materials?" 


Homemakers  v*ho  used  winter  blankets  and  who 
said  they  preferred  winter  blankets  made 
of  — 


Replies 


Wool- cotton 
mixtures 


Cotton 


Percent 


y 


Laundering  properties  —————— 

Shrink,  stretch — — — 

Require  special  care  in  washing  — 
Must  be  dry-cleaned  ——————— 

Get  hard,  stiff  after  washing  — 

Lint  in  washing  — — — — - .- 

Difficult  to  wash — — . 

Hard  to  handle  because  heavy  when 

wet —————. 

Have  to  be  washed  (cleaned)  often 

Difficult  to  dry . 

Can't  be  washed  in  machine  — — • 

Not  colorfast — 

Miscellaneous  — — - — — 


13 
7 
6 
2 

1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 


Comfort  and  health  properties 
Scratch,  irritate  skin 

Not  warm  enough 

Too  heavy 


16 


Price — too  expensive  — 

Durability  properties — don't  wear 

Appearance — don't  look  attractive  — 

Miscellaneous  characteristics  — — 
Eaten  by  moths  —————— 

They  lint  

Miscellaneous  — — — — — — - 

Not  ascertained  ——————— 

No  complaints  about  preferred  fiber 


27 


16 


Hi 


1 
U7 


Percent 


1/ 


I 

2 
$ 

1 


1 

5 
1 


3 
1 
7 


1 
76 


Percent  * 


-A 


13 


3 
1 
7 


71 


Number  of  cases 


1,282 


h9h 


189 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  had  more  than  1 
complaint  about  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  79.-Replies  to  the  question:  "What  is  it  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)  summer  blankets  as  compared  -with  summer  blankets  made 
from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  'who  used  summer  blankets  and 
who  said  they  preferred  summer  blankets 
made  of  — 


Cotton 


Wool-cotton 
mixtures 


Percent 


y 


Comfort  and  health  properties 
Not  too  warm 
Lightweight  — — 

Don't  scratch,  irritate  skin 
Soft,  fluffy  

Right  weight  — — — — 
Absorb  moisture  ~— — — 
Stay  in  place  on  bed  — - 
Miscellaneous  — — — 

Laundering  properties  - 

Can  be  washed  in  machine  — 
Easy  to  launder  — — — 

Easy  to  handle  in  washing 

because  lightweight  — — 
Don't  shrink,  stretch  — — 
Don't  have  to  be  dry-cleaned 
Require  no  special  care  in 
washing  — — .....  — 

Wash  up  soft,  fluffy  — 

Look  like  new  after  washing 

(cleaning)  — — — — — 
Will  take  repeated  washings  - 
Stay  clean  longer  — — — 

Colorf  ast  — ~ — — — 

Miscellaneous.  — — — — 

Price— inexpensive  — — — — 
Durability  properties — wear  well 


61 

33 

8 

7 
2 

2 

1 
1 
1 


16 

15 
11 

10 
8 
7 

h 

3 

2 
2 

1 
1 
h 


89 


Percent 


3 
hh 
61 


56 


6 
1 
2 
1 


2 

h 
1 


3 
1 
h 
2 
1 


6 
2 


y 

78 


20 


2 

16 

8 

2 
U 

1 
1 
1 
3 

1 


10 


(Continued  on  next  page) 


234897  0-53 
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Table  79 •-Replies  to  the  questions  ""What  is  it  you  like  about  (preferred 
fiber)  summer  blankets  as  compared  with  summer  blankets  made 
from  other  materials?"  —  (Continued) 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  summer  blankets  and 
who  said  they  preferred  summer  blankets 
made  of  — 


Appearance  characteristics — look 
attractive — — — — — . 


Miscellaneous  characteristics  — 
Can  be  used  the  year  round 
Don't  take  up  much  storage 

space  — — — — — - — — — 
Not  eaten  by  moths  — — — — 
Don't  lint  


Not  ascertained  — — - 


Number  of  cases 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right 
column)  and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more 
than  1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Table  80 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  (preferred  fiber) 
summer  blankets  as  compared  with  summer  blankets  made  of  other 
materials?" 


Replies 


Homemakers  who  used  summer  blankets  and 
who  said  they  preferred  — 


Cotton 


Wool- cotton 
mixtures 


Laundering  properties ■ 

Catch  fuzz,  lint,  dirt 

Shrink,  stretch- 

Lint  in  washing 

Not  colorfast 

Must  be  dry-cleaned 

Miscellaneous—- — — — — 


Percent  •=' 

6 
2 

1 
1 

1 


1/ 


Durability  properties — don't  wear 
well 


Comfort  and  health  properties- 

Too  heavy,  warm 

Scratch,  irritate  skin- 

Miscellaneous-— 


1 
1 


Appearance — don't  look  attractive- 
Price — too  expensive 


Miscellaneous  characteristics- 

They  lint 

Eaten  by  moths— 

Miscellaneous- 


Not  ascertained- 


No  complaints  about  preferred 
fiber 


81 


1/ 


Percent  •=' 
"l* 


6 

2 

8 

1 


3 

5 

1 


1 
9 


67 


Percent  i 


3 
h 
2 

1 


1/ 


3 

1 


3 

1 


h 
h 


1 
1 

a 


80 


Number  of  cases- 


537 


262 


176 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  coluim) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  had  more  than  1  com- 
plaint about  their  preferred  fiber. 
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Awnings 

Homemakers  were  asked  whether  they  used  awnings  and,  if  so,  whether  they 
owned  them.  Respondents  who  lived  in  apartment  buildings  or  rented  houses 
with  awnings  were  not  questioned  further.  Only  those  persons  who  owned  their 
awnings  or  who  were  able  to  select  the  kind  of  awnings  they  used  were  asked 
about  their  experience  and  preferences  with  regard  to  awnings  made  of  canvas, 
wood,  and  metal. 

Only  9  percent  of  the  homemakers  interviewed  said  they  owned  their  awn- 
ings and  most  of  these  respondents  said  they  used  canvas  ones  (table  81). 


Table  81 .-Replies  to  the  question:  "Are  your  awnings  made  of  canvas,  wood,  or 

metal?" 


Replies 


Percentage  of  awning  owners 


Metal  

Asbestos  — — — — 

Not  ascertained  — — — - — — — — — — — — 


Total  - 


Number  of  cases  — — — — — 


Percent 

86 
7 

1 

1 


100 


196 


When  asked  which  of  these  materials  they  felt  was  best  for  awnings  — 
canvas,  wood,  or  metal  —  slightly  more  than  half  said  canvas  and  about  a 
third  chose  metal  (table  82). 
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Table  82. -Replies  to  the  question:  "Which  one  of  these  materials  do  you  feel 
makes  the  best  awnings  —  canvas,  wood,  or  metal?" 


Replies 

Percentage  of  awning  owners 

Percent 

$k 
3S 

7 

1* 

100 

196 

Reasons  given  for  liking  canvas  awnings  .-Respondents  who  said  they  pre- 
ferred canvas  awnings  gave  as  reasons  such  characteristics  as:  They  are 
adjustable  and  can  be  rolled  up  or  down;  are  removable^  not  as  expensive  to 
buy;  cooler j  and  look  more  attractive.  Other  reasons  mentioned  were:  They 
look  soft,  they  come  in  bright  and  cheerful  colors,  and  they  last  a  long  time 
(table  83). 

Complaints  about  canvas  awnings .-Regardless  of  whether  a  respondent  had 
stated  a  preference  for  canvas  awnings,  she  was  asked  to  tell  what  she  didnH 
like  about  canvas  as  compared  with  awnings  made  from  metal  or  wood.  Most  com- 
plaints had  to  do  with  the  wearing  qualities  of  canvas.  Specifically,  re- 
spondents said  that  the  colors  fade,  canvas  does  not  last  long  enough,  it  rips, 
tears,  cracks,  and  will  rot,  rust,  and  mildew.  The  pattern  of  complaints  was 
the  same  for  respondents  who  said  they  preferred  canvas  awnings.  The  only 
difference  was  that  a  larger  proportion  of  those  in  this  group  had  no  complaints 
about  canvas  (table  81|)  • 
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Table  83. -Replies  to  the  question:  "What  do  you  like  about  (canvas)  awnings 
as  compared  with  awnings  made  from  other  materials?" 


Replies 


Awning  owners  who  said  they 
preferred  canvas  awnings 


V 


Percent 


Comfort  characteristics  — 

Adjustable;  can  be  rolled  up  or  down  — — 
Cooler,  permits  air  to  circulate  — — — 

No  glare  from  them  — — —  — — 

Appearance  characteristics  — — — 
Prettier,  more  attractive  looking 
Not  clumsy,  stiff-looking  — 
Colorful,  bright,  cheerful  — 
Homey,  homelike  — — — 
Washable  — — 
Can  be  painted 
Miscellaneous  - 


30 

13 

2 

3 


13 
11 
10 
7 
3 
1 
1 


Price  characteristics  — — — — — 
Not  as  expensive  to  buy  — — — — 
Can  afford  to  replace  them  oftener 
No  additional  cost  for  upkeep  — — 


17 
7 

1 


Removable 


Durability  characteristics — — 

Permanent,  last  a  lifetime,  long-time 
Colors  don't  fade,  run  —  — — — — — 

Not  affected  by  the  weather  — — - — — 
Don't  rust,  rot  — — ■*- — — — — — — — 

Convenience  characteristics  — — — — 
Easy  to  put  up  and  take  down  — — — 
Easier  to  store,  take  up  little  space 
Easy  to  clean 


Other  characteristics  — — — 
Waterproof  -— 
Fireproof 
Miscellaneous  general  reasons  — • 

Not  ascertained  — —- — — 
Number  of  cases  —————— 


11 
2 
2 
2 


5 
5 
2 


5 

1 

3 


ill 


38 


2U 


19 
17 


11 


105 


1/     Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  col- 
umn) and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  many  respondents  gave  more  than 
1  reason  for  liking  their  preferred  material. 
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Table  8lu-Replies  to  the  question:  "What  don't  you  like  about  CANVAS  awnings  as 
compared  with  awnings  made  from  metal  and  wood?" 


Replies 


Awning  owners  — 


Who  preferred 
canvas 


Who  did  not 
prefer  canvas 


Durability  characteristics 

Colors  fade,  run 

Don't  last  long;  must  be  replaced 

Rip, split,  get  holes  in  body 

Rot,  rust,  mildew 

Damaged  by  the  weather — < — 

Don't  hold  their  shape 

Don't  wear  well— — 

Miscellaneous—— ■ — - 

Convenience  characteristics— 

Require  too  much  attention;  must 

be  put  up  and  taken  down— — — - 
Difficult  to  clean,  not  washable, 

can't  be  painted- — — - — 

Must  be  rolled  up  and  down— 

Difficult  to  store;  take  up  too 

much  room---— — -— — — — — — 


Percent  i 


61 


Percent  ± 


1/ 


Percent  ±' 


1/ 


Comfort  characteristics — 

Blow,  bang,  flap,  in  the  wind; 

not  rigid 

Hot,  keep  air  out 

Not  adjustable;  can't  control 

light 


29 

2h 

17 

12 

3 

1 
1 
2 


10 

7 
2 


18 
17 
10 

1 


18 


6 


Appearance— not  attractive— 

Price—too  expensive 

Other  characteristics- 

No  complaints  about  canvas- 
Not  ascertained- 

Number  of  cases- 


1/  Percentages  (left  column)  total  to  more  than  their  subtotals  (right  column) 
and  these  total  to  more  than  100  because  some  respondents  had  more  than  1  com- 
plaint about  canvas  awnings* 


10 


Ui 


10 


h 
i 


2 
1 


3       - 


8S 


27 


19 
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